Criteria for Obedience (shaping) Badges 

Guidelines for Scout Evaluators
The Fine Art of Shaping Badge
This badge shows that the handler has taught his or her dog to play a musical instrument on cue, using shaping and operant conditioning and the finished work is demonstrated by the dog in a performance of the “All Dog Band.”

Dog Requirements:  Dog can play the instrument on cue, using a technique DIFFERENT from the one used to complete the Art of Shaping (painting) badge.
Owner Requirements:  Handler understands the concept of operant conditioning and shaping.  Handler helps the dog learn to play using the prescribed method. Keep safety and the physical and mental well-being of his or her dog as a top priority.  Owner takes care to keep instruments in good condition.

Equipment Needed:  Several choices of “kiddie” or real musical instruments that can be played with a nose poke (like a keyboard), a headshake (like a maraca or tambourine), or a chomp (like a bike horn). 

Allowable: 

Just about anything that is substantially different from the behavior learned to complete the painting badge requirement.
Not Allowable:

Using a lure during the painting checkout (dog must have acquired the behavior and willingly offer to play).  

Random notes, or “one note wonders” (dog must offer the sustained behavior on cue).

