Criteria for Obedience (shaping) Badges 

Guidelines for Scout Evaluators
The Art of Shaping Badge
This badge shows that the handler has taught his or her dog to paint, using shaping and operant conditioning.  The proof being artwork created with the dog by asking for the shaped painting behavior on cue.

Dog Requirements:  Dog can paint with the owner by stroking the paper “canvass” on cue.
Owner Requirements:  Handler understands the concept of operant conditioning and shaping.  Handler helps the dog create a “masterpiece” using the prescribed method. Keep safety and the physical and mental well-being of his or her dog as a top priority.  Owner cleans up after his or her own dog’s painting mess.

Equipment Needed:  Non-Toxic, Washable Paints (Tempera is good); Paper, Canvas, or Cardboard to paint on; Food Trays, Cookie Sheets, or some Corrugated plastic to use as an “easel”; Paintin Paws (or Vet Wrap) to hold the paintbrush (3/4” by 2 ½” chunk of foam sponge); Jar Lids, plastic cups, or styrofoam plates to use as palettes to hold paint; Clean-up area (for rinsing out paint from dog paws, Paintin Paws, sponges, etc.); A place to secure paintings while they dry.

Allowable: 

Finger (toe) painting (for dogs that have learned the behavior but have a phobia about the bootie.

Not Allowable:

Using a lure during the painting checkout (dog must have acquired the painting behavior and willingly offer to paint).  



Random scratching, or walking on the “canvas” (dog must offer the stroking behavior on cue).

