Criteria for Water Safety Badges  

Guidelines for Scoutmasters
Boating Safety Badge
This badge shows that you have taught your dog ride safely in a boat.  And that your dog will do a leave it on the beach, so as to avoid having him swallow baited hooks, eat or roll in dead fish, and not mug people for their snacks or beach toys.

Dog Requirements:  Dog will enter and exit the boat safely on cue, from dock or shore, and stay in the boat while the owner loads the boat.  Dog will sit still in the boat while owner pushes out and rows boat around. Dog will do a leave it on the beach.  Dog will come to owner (from shore) reaching swimming depth water.
Owner Requirements:  Use the prescribed method. Keep safety and the physical and mental well-being of his or her dog as a top priority.  Owner should learn to row a boat.

Equipment Needed:  Row Boat (a canoe, kayak, or other boat can also be used); Body of water with a dock, where dogs are allowed (boat ramps are usually a good bet); Food for “Leave it on the beach.”

Allowable: 


Performing the “leave it” in the boat.


Using a cushion or blanket on the boat seat for the dog to stay on.
Not Allowable:

Using a toy to get the dog to enter the water or the boat.


Getting someone else to row the boat while you control the dog.

