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Dog Scout Camp - General Instructions and Orientation
(Almost everything you need to know for camp)

Pre-arrival: Are you really ready for the camp experience? It’s been a long time since we
were kids at camp, and some of us never got to go to camp at all. Some people pull in the
driveway and want to turnaround and leave! I’m not sure what exactly scares them off—
some have said it’s all of the sand, bugs, other dogs or rustic accommodations. Camp is a
situation which involves lots of sand, bugs, other dogs and rustic accommodations. If
you feel you can’t make it though a week like this, you should back out before you arrive. It
always makes me and the other campers feel bad when someone high-tails it out of camp
because their socks got wet and there’s no T.V. in the room. This is camp.

If you are used to more creature comforts, you might consider staying off site in the motel in town
(even that might be rustic by your standards— we’re in the north woods)! Over the years, we have
found that when we get people over their panic attack, and get them to stay in camp, they tell us later
that they are so glad that they stayed. We have also learned that we should not try to get some of the
people to stay, because if little things like sand and bugs make them irritable, they’re going to make us
wish later that we had encouraged them to leave!! Be forewarned: If you’re “spoiled,”camp may not
be the best place for you— we don’t want you to be miserable and make everyone else miserable, too!

Rules: Campers have told us they were surprised by the volume of rules and safety precautions sent out and provided in the
pre-camp materials, but then realized that most of the stuff was “no-brainer”material. All of the rules are really common sense
sort of stuff that the average adult human would not think we’d need to mention. As you read through the rules and policies, you
may think to yourself, “Who would do that?”However, for every “no brainer”rule or precautionary statement we include, there
has been a person who actually did what the rule covers, creating a potential hazard to self, others, and/or the property, and
causing us to feel the need to enumerate every little “common sense”rule. We don’t mean to insult anyone. We don’t mean to
sound restrictive. All the rules are in place for your safety, enjoyment of camp, and protection. Just read them and laugh,
picturing someone trying to take their cat on the agility equipment and getting upset when said cat gets chased by a dog! (Yes,
this really happened!)

Expectations: It’s ALL about expectations. Everyone has a different idea of what their week of camp will be like. If the actual
camp experience does not exactly fit the mental image of the dream vacation you had in mind, then you will be dissatisfied. We
don’t like to have dissatisfied campers, especially when it’s a simple thing like their own unrealistic expectations that make them
dissatisfied (something that we have no control over.) So, we try to provide as much information ahead of time, and paint a
picture for you that is accurate, and not glossed-over or seen through rose-colored glasses.

The camp “community:”By signing on for camp, you are joining a little community
for five days. You will be learning, playing, eating, and sleeping next to other adults
and their dogs. As a member of this new community, it is your responsibility to follow
rules and be a “team player”just as you hope the other campers will so you can also
enjoy camp. All of the rules we have in place have been put there for the safety and
preservation of yourself, those around you and the camp itself. As a general rule, ask
yourself if what you are doing will pose a danger to your dog, yourself, the property, or
other people. If so, then don’t do it!

Because we are adults, and not kids, we are used to having things just the way we
like them in life (we’re “spoiled”). For some, it is harder than for others to co-exist in this camp community for five days. Our most
frequent gripe from campers is about other campers not following rules! We must all try to get along. If you’re a “me-first”kind of
person, or feel your camp fee entitles you to be rude, I can tell you right now that you are probably not going to enjoy this camp
experience, which depends on your ability to share and work well with others who have paid the same fee.

Arrival: Please plan to arrive as early as possible after 7:00 am on the first day of camp. Actually, you are encouraged to arrive
the day before (extra night’s lodging fee applies), but there will be no scheduled activities or catered meals planned until 10:30
am of the first day. Arriving early, as most campers do, allows you and your dog time to settle in, get unpacked and stretch your
legs before you sit for awhile during the first lectures. Note: if you arrive after 11pm and you are staying in the main lodge,
please enter as quietly as possible with only the bare minimum of items you need to sleep (please don’t unpack while others are
trying to sleep- the walls are very thin and everyone will hear you). Your name should be on the door of your room. Do NOT
knock on the door! Every dog in the building will likely bark :-) Just open it quietly, find an open bed and settle in. Bathrooms
are on the same end of the building as the kitchen, but in the opposite corner near the door to the fire pit and pond.

Off-leash area: Often after a long drive, your dog will likely want to stretch his legs. The fenced play area is found to the right of
the agility field. The gate has a sign on it you can use to tell others if you don’t mind company or if your dog prefers the area to
himself. You MUST stay in this area with your dog or assign a responsible adult that agrees to watch your dog. Even if another
person is watching your dog, YOU are still responsible for the dog’s actions and the results if there is a fight or bite. If you have
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a small dog, or a dog that jumps fences, you will need to exercise extra supervision because the fencing is livestock fencing (4’
high) and small dogs can squeeze through it. We are working on creating a small dog area with tighter fencing. Please limit
your time in the off-leash area if others are waiting to use it.

Checking-in: As soon as you arrive, check in at the Kawisakowe Lodge (it has half-log siding.) We will help you find your
lodging so you can get settled in. Once you are settled, check back with the registration table to get name tag and other free
goodies. You’ll also be asked to verify that we have your and your dog’s information correct, and
may be asked to sign-up for certain activities so we know the level of interest. Some activities may
not be held if interest is low. This is also when you will sign a release form and turn in your dog’s
health form. If you are coming to camp for the first time, you will receive a 3-ring binder at check-
in. You can use this to hold your badge check-off sheets, badge forms and informational handouts
from the training sessions. One binder is provided to first time campers that have paid full price for
camp. Spouses or significant others who are attending as an additional family member (even if
they have a dog) will need to bring their own binder or share the one provided. Repeat campers
should have a binder from a previous year and should bring it with them.

Photos: After the check-in time on Monday, we will be taking your photograph (with your dog) for
placement on the “meet your fellow campers”wall (by the door to the pond) and for inclusion on the camp photo CD. This will
help everyone (including staff) learn names, faces, and whose dog is whose. Please proceed to the photo area as soon as
possible after it is announced that the photographer is ready. In order to speed staff back to their assigned duties on the busy
first day of camp, staff will get priority during the photo taking.

First session: Then we’ll have introductions so you can meet the staff and fellow campers, point out where certain things and
activities will be located and share other helpful info you won’t want to miss.

Parking: After confirming your room assignment, you should go unload your things into your room and park your car. Please
park your car only in the designated parking areas. If you missed the signs, or are not sure where the designated parking areas
are, please ask. You will be required to move your car if you park in an unauthorized zone at camp. Parking “curb”logs line the
parking area, and you can park in that area, in front of a curb log. The signs that say “Parking”point toward the parking area.
When you arrive at the parking area (you must fully circle the lodge clockwise to prevent driving over our septic system). After
you get past the back door on the narrow end of the building, you won’t see any more parking signs. You will have a fenced
agility field on one side and the lodge on the other. You may park in that area either along the agility area fence or along the
back wall of the lodge. You may pull up to the back door of the lodge to unload, but please move your vehicle as soon as
possible because others will also want to unload there.

Smoking outside only: Remember, there is no smoking allowed in any of the buildings in the camp. Please be careful with your
butts, if you do smoke (put them in a proper container, where they won’t be stepped on by dogs or start a forest fire.) There are
“smoker’s outposts”outside the exit doors. Please pick up your butts so none are found on the ground anywhere on camp
property including the trails.

Planning: Once you get situated take a look at the schedule (it may have changed since the one you were sent.) Try to decide
which of the activities in which you would like to participate. Check with a staff member to see which activities are “must attend”
sessions for 1st time campers. We’ll try to point these out during the first session of camp too.

Classes and mini-seminars: There are a number of informational classes that have nothing to do with merit badges that are
just fun to attend. We do offer some classes concurrently with other classes on the schedule. This means you will have to
choose which one you will attend. Often these are classes that are for either a first time camper or repeat camper and the
number of times you have been to camp may play a part in which activity you should choose.

Dog Scout Class: If you are a first-year camper, you will not want to miss the Dog Scout Class. It is
on the schedule at the same time as leadership training. The new leaders (usually repeat campers)
participate in the training and certification of the new Scout teams. So, the leaders are being
evaluated while they teach you to become Dog Scouts. The leadership training program during
camp is one of the ways we get people who are qualified to evaluate the dogs and people for the
Dog Scout title, so you are each helping each other. Please be patient if the leader in training needs to consult the guidebook for
a clarification. It’s part of the learning process. Don’t make the mistake of skipping out during that hour— everything you need to
know to pass the Dog Scout certification takes place in that hour each day. If you want to earn any of the merit badges, your dog
must attend and pass the Dog Scout class. If for some reason your dog doesn’t pass this test, you can hold on to any other
badge forms he might have earned and complete your Dog Scout test by video (or in-person with a certified Scoutmaster if you
have one in your area).

Merit Badges: Please consult your camp schedule as to the days and times each activity is to be first introduced. It is
imperative that you attend the "how to" orientation and safety lecture (called the O & S) on each activity before
engaging in that activity with your dog. Each introduction session covers the mechanics of the activity as well as rules and
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safety concerns with regard to that particular activity. After the introduction O&S for each activity, campers will then practice the
activity with instructor’s help and supervision (this is not always right after the O&S. The practice session might start the
following day).

Activities are geared so that all or most dogs can participate. If you miss a lecture, thinking your dog will not be able to or want to
do that activity, and then change your mind, you'll be "bummin." For example, the Art of Shaping covers the basics used to
teach everything at camp and all the badge activities. It’s way more than just painting! So if you think you could skip that one,
better think again.

It is very important for you to follow the guidelines on the check-off sheets and training outlined in the associated pages for each
badge. The activities taught in camp are all progressive, and you must lay a proper foundation for subsequent training. Once
your dog is checked off at one level and is ready to go on to the next, he does not have to be checked off again at the previous
level (unless you go to a different instructor). If he seems to "forget" what he did at the previous practice session, back up and
repeat the last few things you were able to check off (review previous successful sequences) before moving on. Just because
your dog has a checkmark by something does not mean he will never again need to review it. It is always a good idea to
review the last thing your dog did successfully before moving on to a new level.

To earn the badge, we expect your dog to be able to repeat the desired performance, not just get it right “once”on a lucky
fluke. Most of the work you do to earn the badge will be on your own, under the supervision of one or more instructors. The
instructors will not "re-teach" everything during the practice session. That's why you must attend the instructional O&S portion of
the activity before starting on a practice session. The purpose of the instructors is to help you with trouble areas, clarify things,
maintain safety and traffic flow, or act as a spotter. To get your badge, your instructor must have witnessed you performing the
required activities (items in bold on the check-off sheet).

Practice time: You are also encouraged to practice the various activities (once you have attended the introduction lecture) on
your own during your free time. You will need to do this with the "buddy system," as it will be easier and safer if you have a
companion to assess your performance or spot you if you need help. The equipment will be in the field for your use, as long as
you practice safely and humanely. Instructors will offer help if they are in the area, but they are only required to be there during
the time which is scheduled for that activity. For instance, if you decide to skip the art of shaping practice time with your dog,
and go to the agility field instead you may do so, but don’t be surprised if the instructor is not waiting on the agility field for you!
The instructors are often campers too or they might have other camp duties and they also need some down time to rest or work
with their own dog. If you go to the water or the agility field, we ask that you have another human with you for safety sake.

Note: While we try to be uniform, not every instructor, co-instructor, or assistant instructor teaches the same class the same
way. If you are told one thing by one staff member, and another by a different staff member, you may not know what to think.
They are not trying to confuse you. If it’s regarding training, be aware that there are about as many ways to train something as
there are instructors. You can let the instructor know what you have been doing so far and then get advice if that’s not working
for you. If it is a difference in requirements for a badge checkout, please contact Chris or Lonnie to get the final word on the
matter. Every now and then, we have to clarify something for an instructor who is making certain requirements for checkouts that
are simply not needed. Or, two instructors may be administering the same merit badge, but one might be more “lenient”, and the
other more strict. I assure you, they are each trying to do their best to uphold the standards of Dog Scouts of America. It may
also be a badge that was recently updated and the instructor might be using what was previously required out of habit.

Trails: There are only four actual backpacking sessions. The first is the introduction, after which we
will fit the dogs with their packs and get them used to wearing them. This will be followed by a one-
two- and three mile hike on consecutive days. The requirements for your merit badge are that you
complete the 3 mile check-out hike and log in a minimum of at least 6 miles of backpacking over the
week's time. It takes about 20 minutes to walk one mile. You can make up a hike on your own time if
you miss the group hike. Remember to have your log signed by your hiking buddy to verify your
mileage. Save your backpacking log page, as your miles qualify for packdog titles.

The trails around the camp are mapped and relatively marked, but we would appreciate it if you only
go in the woods with your map and at least one human buddy along. Please stay on the groomed trails. You may use the trails
to take hikes any time you feel like it during the day. Most trails are loops that lead you back to the main campus, but the state
land has trails that could take you to other properties or deeper into the woods.

Backpacks: If you have ordered and paid for a backpack, you have probably received it and have
already gotten your dog used to wearing it by now. If you haven’t ordered one, it might be a good
idea to do so. We’ll have a limited supply in the camp store of our adjustable, convertible and
affordable Dog Scout Packs that come in several sizes from tiny to extra large. These fit over a
Premier Sure-Fit harness which comes with the pack. It is recommended that you order your pack
in advance so you have time to acclimate your dog to wearing a pack based on the training
advice found with the Backpacking badge forms (on the DSA website).
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Splash Pond usually offers about 500 feet of sandy shoreline for you to enjoy
water sports with your dog. This normally gives plenty of room for everyone.
However, Splash Pond can be more like a little puddle by August depending
on draught conditions. The drop-off to deeper water moves closer to the
shoreline under these conditions, and where you used to not be able to feel it
(because you’d be over your head, swimming), you could slip over the edge at
wading depth and be swimming without intending to if the water level is low.
Please be careful wading in the pond if there hasn’t been much rainfall. Also
be aware that parts of the shoreline can be quite slick and slippery, so use caution especially if you are not in the main activity
area. There is no certified lifeguard, even during class times, so water use is at your own risk.

Pace Yourself: There are many areas of activity being officially offered at camp which are eligible for merit badges upon
completion. You are not required, nor expected, to complete them all. It is possible that you have a dog which could earn all
of the merit badges offered at a camp. However, I suggest that you don't "go overboard" trying to master all activities introduced
here at camp. There will be other camps and other chances to complete your merit badge requirements in the future, even after
you get home (by video or for a certified Evaluator). To get all of your badges on the first try, you will be busy morning, noon and
night, sacrificing all of your free time, and your dog will likely be getting tired and stressed. Especially if he is used to sleeping
for 8+ hours a day while you are at work!

Fun is why we are here! You don't have to make this week a "marathon." Take it easy. Have fun. Enjoy your dog. For some
people, it’s “all about the badges.”For others, they could care less about the badges and don’t even try to earn them. Most dogs
sleep all day! They are not used to this much activity and need their own rest time so they don’t get grumpy.

We will repeat this warning over and over at camp. Even though we recommend that each camper
try only a few merit badge activities per camp, there will still be people trying to do it all, and
blaming us because they’re tired at the end of the week and their dog got snappy. We get told that
we are slave drivers and that we offer too darn much fun stuff at camp. Please keep in mind that
YOU are responsible for making sure you and your dog do not become too stressed by over-
activity during camp.

In addition to the advertised activities, your week will include options for fun and games (do you have a cute game you'd like to
share with us?), interesting lectures, contests, and campfire sing-alongs. There will be more than enough to keep you busy, but
if you get overwhelmed, you can always just take time out to relax. If you find your dog is the one needing a break, you are
welcome to attend the practice sessions without him so you can still learn from watching others and hearing what the instructor
has to say.

Quiet, Please! Because the camp schedule is full of fun things to do all day, many campers choose to get up early to get in a
“make-up”hike, or take their dog out for a swim, or do some early morning tracking. If you are an early riser, please be mindful
of our “no noise times.”After 11:00 pm and until 7:00 am, you must not have any “noisy”fun. Don’t let your dog off leash, if you
are going to have to yell at him to get him back, and don’t let him bark or do any other noisy activities, like retrieving a toy from
the water, during these times. If we have a campfire sing-along, or “group howl”it will be finished before 11:00 pm.
Be aware of the noise level and be courteous of others who are trying to rest. The walls inside the lodge are paper thin and
noise travels easily through them. You may want to bring some rubber bands for your dog’s tags if they jingle and you might
want some ear plugs if anyone (or any dog) snores.

If you arrive for camp before 7 am or after 11pm, please just bring in your sleeping bag and pillow and do your best to quietly
find your room and bed. Your name should be on the door to your room.

Both people and dogs are meant to enjoy their stay here in Dog Scout Camp. Please be mindful
of the rights of others. It's nice to be out in nature and let your dog run and play, but please do
not let your dog run out of control, and do not give your dog freedom at the expense of the other
camper's enjoyment of their vacation experience. After the first day of camp, dogs do not have
to be kept on leash at all times IF they can be kept close to you with verbal control. Dog Scouts
must get along well in groups, but please do not let your dog force himself on someone else or
their dog(s). Please do not let your dog out of your sight. It is a definite “no-no”to have your
dog loose outside while you are in the building, or loose in the building while you are in another
area. Each dog must be supervised and with a person in charge of watching him/her while in the
off-leash play yard.
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Rooms in the lodge: There is one electrical outlet near the window and a box fan in
each of the rooms. The first person who arrives at camp for a particular group room gets
to choose the bed they want so arriving early is recommended. :-) There is a regular
refrigerator with freezer at the end of the hall (in the small sitting area) for use by the
campers. A heavy-duty 25 foot extension cord with multiple outlets for running any
personal items (like an alarm clock or extra fan and to plug in cell phones, etc.), would be
recommended. One short extension cord is provided for each room (but the bunkhouse
rooms are 12 x 20 feet long). Sorry, the wiring and breakers can’t handle the draw of a
portable A/C unit, microwave or dorm refrigerator in the lodge rooms and you will be
repeatedly tripping the breakers for all the rooms if one is plugged in. Everyone may use
the refrigerator provided for the campers and the microwaves in the kitchen as needed.

Clean-up after your dog: As always, we must clean up after our dogs. Clean-up bags (grocery store bags) are available in
camp, but please bring plenty of your own clean-up bags. Clean-up bags are required in your dog's backpack when you're on
the trails. Clean-up bags must be disposed of properly and only in the 5 gallon buckets designated
for that purpose. Please be sure to securely tie/close the bag! The grounds keeper has to dump the
buckets into trash bags and open bags that spill their contents makes the job even less pleasant!
Yuck!

Poop Police: We must set an example as responsible dog owners both at camp and after you
return home. It is rare to find any poop on the ground at our camp. Dog Scout Camp has its own
“Poop Police.”They are out to “bust”you! Of course, we believe in positive reinforcement training,
so we don’t punish you if you’re caught without your baggie. However, if you’re busted carrying baggies (AND are wearing your
name tag) the police officer will give you a ticket. On this ticket you write your name, and then you put the ticket in the drawing
box. We make several drawings at the beginnings of each meal, and you could win some nice prizes, just for being a good dog
owner (and wearing your name tag and showing up on time for meals)! You must be present to win when your name is called.
So you’ll want to get to the meals on time. If you do happen to find a stray pile, you can get an extra ticket for the drawing if you
pick it up and dispose of the stray pile properly. Piles left by wild animals do not count :-)

Good Camper Tickets: We also have camp “helper”awards. You get a drawing ticket for such things as the “stray poop picker”
drawing. You should see everyone diving for that pile that someone overlooked, so that they can get into the prize drawing!
There will also be tickets hidden around camp. If you find one, put your name on it and place it in the mealtime drawing bin. We
also have a camp “Job Jar.”If you want to choose one of the chores in the jar to help out, there may be a special prize for you.

Keep Out: Please note that the property immediately to the east of camp is private property. Do not let your dog get into this
area. It is marked with a few “No Trespassing/No Hunting”signs, and goes from Lonnie’s house to the state land gate. Speaking
of Lonnie’s property, she does have horses with an electric fence around them. Please do not let your dogs get close to the
horses or their fence and touching of the electric wire by your dog or you is not recommended :-) You also want to keep your
dog away from the sled dogs area. They get over excited when they see new dogs outside their area and could hurt themselves
in their excitement. If you want to see the sled dogs up close (without your dog) just ask Ed and he’ll be happy to take you to
meet them. The rest of the camp property where the trails are located is surrounded by State land that has some nice hiking
trails through it. The trails on the state land are not as well maintained as the camp trails and are not as well marked, so take
them at your own risk and be sure to have a human buddy with you.

Is your dog the first of his breed to become a Dog Scout? If so, it would be nice to have an article about your dog’s week at
camp appear in the national breed publication. If you’re not a writer, you can provide me with the name and address of the
editors of any national publications which you feel may be interested in your dog’s achievement. If you look this up in advance,
and bring the information to camp with you, it will make things easier. An Excel file of the dogs/breeds that have earned the dog
scout badge (& other badges) can be found on the badges page of the DSA website.

Questions? Some of the staff working at this camp have been chosen because of their involvement in many different dog
activities. Others have been chosen because of strength in one particular area. Please see the "Meet Your Instructors" section
of the pre-camp material for a short biography on each instructor. If you have a question about a particular topic, there may be
one staff member more qualified to answer it than another, depending on their background. If the person you ask does not feel
prepared to answer your question correctly, he or she will find someone who can.

Several of our campers have been to camp before and know the answers to most questions. They would be available to give
advice, share stories, and spill their guts about some of the camp secrets, private jokes, folklore and training tips. To locate a
repeat camper, simply look on their name tag and you’ll be able to see how many camps a person has attended.

Where The Heck Are We? If you want to let someone know where you are, the camp phone number and address is Dog Scout
Camp, 5068 Nestel Rd E, St Helen, MI 48656 phone with answering machine: 989 389-2000.


