Dog Scouts of America

Activity check-off sheet
River Canoeing:
All behaviors must have been taught or re-taught to the dog (preferably using a new cue), using only positive reward based methods.
____
Dog and handler have earned the boating safety badge

____
Dog will recall from distractions, smelly stuff to roll in, wild life, etc. on cue while 
on shore

____
Dog will enter and exit a canoe safely (from dock or shore- handler outside the 
canoe keeping it steady

____
Dog will sit or down stay in the canoe while handler pushes the canoe off the 
bottom and gets in (bottom scraping the shore)

____
Dog will perform a stay in the canoe (beached) with distractions. Handler in the 
canoe and handler out of the canoe at least 5’ away)

____
Dog (loose or on a loose leash) will come to the handler and get in the canoe in 
shallow water (canoe barely touching the bottom or free floating

____
Dog will perform a sit or down stay in the moving canoe (handler paddling) with 
live distractions (wild life, dogs playing, etc.) 

____
Dog will stay in the canoe unless told to get out when canoe approaches the shore, 
floats near the shore, touches the bottom AND gets near log jams or other river 
debris

____
Dog will sit or down stay in the canoe during navigation through faster moving 
water that rocks the canoe and takes some concentration from the handler

____
Handler certifies that he/she can swim well enough to handle a river current and 
understands the risks involved in river paddling

____
Handler can, from the back seat of the canoe, safely navigate a moving river with 
natural obstacles and minor rapids that rock the boat, without tipping the boat or getting hung up by the obstacles or flow.  This can be done with or without a partner (handler’s choice) in the canoe to help with the paddling

____
Handler can recognize dangerous water situations and conditions such as river 
swelling from too much rain, “Strainers” (low hanging obstacles), possible under water debris, dangerous currents and how the current and position of the canoe can affect navigation and safety

____
Handler has read the river etiquette and safety information pages 

