Criteria for Backpacking Badge

Guidelines for Scoutmasters
Backpacking Badge
This badge demonstrates that the owner and dog can be model citizens on the trail, respecting the environment and “leaving no trace” while the dog carries a properly designed, fitted and loaded canine backpack.  The dog and handler have hiked the required 6 miles with the dog under pack.  The dog has carried the required items in his or her pack.  The handler knows how to choose and load (balance) a pack for maximum comfort of the dog, and can recite the items needed in the pack.  Mileage has to be verified by the Scoutmaster (unlike the Packdog mileage, which is on the honor system).  Handler can identify poison ivy or other similar plants in their area (poison sumac, poison oak).

Dog Requirements:  Wear a properly designed, fitted and loaded pack with required items, and hike under control (no dragging the handler or darting after wildlife) for 6 miles with the owner.  Demonstrate that the owner has taught a reliable Leave it using DSA approved methods. The “leave it” demo should be done to the same standards as the leave-it testing done for the Dog Scout badge including three passes.

Owner Requirements:  Learn the required items in the pack by heart (so you’ll never forget what the required items are).  This means the owner needs to recite the items without looking at the items or a list or any other help other than the FFMICKS or similar acronym.  Pick up after his or her dog on the trail.  Owner must be able to identify poisonous plants and other hazards along the trail.  Keep safety and the physical and mental well-being of his or her dog as a top priority.  Use the prescribed method.  Log miles.   Make sure the dog does not harass wildlife.  
Video requirements:

If earning this badge by video, the evaluator will need to see:

· The loaded pack being bounced on the handler’s arm to prove it is balanced and doesn’t flop to one side.

· That the pack is properly fitted on the dog and is an accepted design 

· The dog walking in the backpack without showing signs of discomfort or unease

· Video of the handler and dog on the trail (evaluator needs to see both, so a second person to run the video camera is needed). There should be at least 2 minutes but no more than 4 minutes of trail walking shown in which the dog is well mannered on the trail and on leash. It is ideal if the pair is shown passing another person or dog or trail user moving in the opposite direction to show that the dog can handle normal distractions and remain under control.
· Dog doing a leave-it (3 correct passes in a row) while wearing their pack. See the Dog Scout badge check off and certification criteria related to the leave-it so this is shown properly.

· ID poison ivy (or poison oak/poison sumac) on the trail 

· Owner recites all the pack content items from memory without help or visual aids.

· Check off sheet has the signature of an official that verified the 3 mile hike (walk-a-thon official, park ranger that knows what time you left on the hike and time you returned, or DSA certified backpacking or hiking evaluator)
Allowable: 

Handler can ride a bike if biking badge guidelines are followed, use a power wheelchair, golf cart or have a friend walk the dog to get the miles in with the dog if there is a health concern preventing the handler from walking.

Logging miles toward the Packdog title program in conjunction with earning the backpacking badge miles.

Not Allowable:

Earning mileage toward hiking badge at the same time you are logging miles for backpacking badge just because the dog is off leash.  

Rough handling of dog

Note that as Scoutmaster, you should be able to recommend the best kind of equipment, a source for where to get it, and how to use it, to any of your troop members or the people you are certifying for the badge.

