Check List for Dog Scout Certification Video

** Include this 4 page check-off sheet with your video and write the date each item is completed on the video in the line next to the item.

The following items all need to be shown on the videotape, but do not have to be recorded in any particular order. If you do not pass one or more of the items below, you will be asked to submit a new tape showing those particular behaviors again, performed in a way that is in accordance with the Dog Scouts of America guidelines.
The videotaping should cover at least three different days so we can get a better feel for the dog’s personality and don’t have to worry that it may have just been a “good day” for the dog ( The videotaping should not take more than a 6 month time frame, but the taping of the various elements below should not all be done on the same day and can be as spread out in time (within the 6 months) as you wish. Items with a red  would be best if video taped by a person rather than a stationary camera.

Passing this test is not meant to be easy, but rather something for which you can be proud! Not all dogs can be Dog Scouts and those that want to hold the title need to prove that they have sufficient training and the proper temperament to represent Dog Scouts of America. The humans need to prove they will be responsible parents that understand how to be “the smart end of the leash.” In most of the situations below, both the dog and the parent’s actions are being evaluated.
Certification behaviors need to be performed in accordance with the Dog Scouts of America guidelines set forth for the Dog Scout test. These guidelines spell out what is allowed and not allowed during the testing phase.  Be SURE to review these guidelines before starting your videotaping.
Training behaviors need to show that the parent understands and used acceptable methods to train their dog and that the dog understands those methods. Information on how to train each of the behaviors using acceptable methods is contained in this guide and available on the DSA and Troop 107 website. www.DogScouts.org  and www.DogScoutTroop107.com 
_____ Certification behavior: Dog is shown greeting at least three people, preferably people the dog has not met before.  This could be at a dog park, at a pet supply store, at a local park, training facility, etc.  It should be at least three people that are as diverse as possible (Examples would be: man, woman, child, person in a wheelchair or using a walker or crutches, person in a uniform, person with a hat and glasses, happy/bubbly person, more ‘matter-of-fact’ greeting style, person with a characteristic that makes them unique from others the dog has been shown greeting.) 
_____ Certification behavior: Parent is shown encouraging a proper greeting between his/her leashed dog and another leashed dog. The dog being greeted can be known to the dog being tested, but greeting behavior needs to be shown (the dogs ignoring each other won’t work.)  It cannot be a dog that lives in the same household as the dog being tested. 

_____ Certification behavior: Dog is shown interacting off lead with other dogs. This can be in a yard, in a house, at a dog park, in a day care or any safe and secure location where it is not against any rules or laws for dogs to be off lead.

_____ Certification behavior: Parent shows and explains what they would do during a meeting between their leashed dog and another leashed dog if their dog or the other dog started showing signs of aggression. The dog being tested and another dog should be present for this “set-up”, but signs of aggression should not be present. Just pretend that one or both of the dogs is showing aggressive signals and show/explain on the tape what you would do to prevent further escalation of the situation. It is the parent being evaluated in this exercise, more than the dog (but the dog needs to respond to the handler.)
_____ Training Behavior: Demonstrate the training steps used to teach the dog a “Leave it” cue for food on the floor. Include the use of a clicker or other “marker” signal (like a verbal “yes”) so it can be seen that you understand the proper timing of the signal. If your dog already has a solid response to this cue: set-up the “training” scenario to the best of your ability and be sure to use a food item the dog wants.  It needs to be shown that the dog responds to the clicker or other signal during this exercise. Rewards can be used.

_____ Training behavior: You will need to show that the dog can be cued to “leave it” and make the choice to turn and move away from food he wants and is looking at while the parent remains stationary and does not use the leash as a cue (only a verbal cue.)  Be sure to review the guidelines for the leave it exercise before submitting them for review. The dog should do three correct responses in a row with no stopping of the tape without treats on the handler.  

_____ Certification behavior: The dog should also demonstrate that it will respond quickly and correctly to a “Leave it” cue while walking past food that it wants and knows is on the floor. It is helpful if the food is first given to the dog to show they want it and then put on a plate to make it easier to see on the video. BE SURE to read the testing guidelines for the Leave-it.  This is the number one thing most people demonstrate incorrectly!

_____  Training Behavior: Demonstrate the training steps used to teach the dog a “Leave it” cue with another animal as the distraction. Include the use of a clicker or other “marker” signal (like a verbal “yes”) so it can be seen that you understand the proper timing of the signal. If your dog already has a solid response to this cue: set-up the “training” scenario to the best of your ability using an animal the dog wants to investigate. It needs to be shown that the dog has a definite interest in the other animal and responds to the clicker or other signal during this exercise. Rewards can be used. The other animal should not be a fake animal unless it looks and SMELLS real and shouldn’t be another dog. It can be a crated cat, caged ferret, caged bird, contained rodent, contained farm animal, or a fresh wild animal carcass (killed by a predator or by traffic).  It could also be a furry cat toy shaped like a mouse (with real fur on it) that is put on fishing line and pulled across the floor to simulate live movement before it is stopped for the dog to pass by.  This test should not take place on a roadway (if road kill is used move it off the road.) It should not put undue stress on the animal being used for the leave it.  If you are unsure if a particular animal qualifies, please contact the Certification Program Director prior to taping. 

_____ Certification behavior: The dog should demonstrate that it will respond quickly (this means before close inspection or contact is made with the other animal) and correctly to a “Leave it” cue to be called away from interest in another animal.  The animal used for this test needs to follow the same guidelines as listed above in the training step.  The dog should show definite interest in the other animal, and clearly show a choice to leave it when cued without help from the leash. Please show both walk by’s and stationary leave it’s. Be sure to review the guidelines for this before submitting it for review! The dog should do three correct leave it’s in a row without stopping the tape. 

_____ Certification behavior: Parent demonstrates three different “indirect access” exercises that the dog has learned using positive training methods. Parent should explain and show how each behavior was taught. Please list your indirect access behaviors here:


____________________________



____________________________



____________________________

_____ Training Behavior: Parent demonstrates and explains the method(s) used to teach the dog to heel. Rewards can be used.

_____ Certification behavior: The dog demonstrates that it understand the heel cue by remaining in heel position after being given the cue, while the parent demonstrates the following movements in this sequence (based on diagram below); 20’ in a straight line, right turn, 10’ in a straight line, stop and cue the dog to sit (cue not required), 10’ in a straight line, about turn or ‘U’ turn, 20’ in a straight line, left turn, 10’ in a straight line, stop and cue the dog to sit (cue not required), 10’ in a straight line, stop and cue dog to sit (cue not required). Distances can be longer, but should be at least as long as those listed above. This should be an “L” shaped pattern with a right turn, about turn (or “U” turn), a left turn and three sits -ending with the handler back at the starting point.  Then repeat the pattern again after a short break.

Please review the guidelines for this prior to taping. The entire pattern should be shown without a stop in the tape.  Leash should remain visibly loose for this whole exercise, meaning obvious slack in the leash between the parent’s hand and the dog’s neck with the dog remaining in heel position.  It needs to be shown the dog understands what “heel” means and where heel position is located without luring (acting like you have a treat.)  Sits do not have to be in heel position and can be cued.  Talking to and encouraging your dog is allowed.
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_____ Training behavior: Parent demonstrates the methods used to teach the dog the sit cue. Treats can be used.

_____ Certification Behavior: Parent demonstrates that the dog will sit on cue at least twice without any tightening of the leash or any collar pressure.

_____ Training behavior: Parent demonstrates the methods used to teach the dog the down cue. Treats can be used.

_____ Certification Behavior: Parent demonstrates that the dog will lie down on cue at least twice without any tightening of the leash or any collar pressure.

_____ Training behavior: Parent demonstrates the methods used to teach the dog to come when called. Treats can be used.

_____ Certification Behavior: Parent demonstrates that the dog will come when called on cue from a distance of at least 20’ at least twice. Dog & parent both need to be in the frame during this exercise. Have dog stay close to the camera and then go to the handler 20’ away.
_____ Training behavior: Parent demonstrates the methods used to teach the dog what stay means while in either a sit or a down. Treats can be used.

_____ Certification Behavior: Parent demonstrates that the dog will stay on cue while the parent walks at least 20’ away from the dog, stops and faces the dog, shows that they are carrying two clean up bags, and then returns to the dog. A formal “finish” (walking behind the dog) is not required. Keep both the dog and handler visible on the video. This should be repeated at least once, but the second demo does not need to include the showing of the baggies unless it’s done on a different day.
_____ Certification behavior: Parent demonstrates that they know how to clean up dog waste. Actual dog waste should be used and disposed of properly.

_____ Certification Behavior: Parent should be able to state on camera, in their own words, how each of the Dog Scout laws relates to the items required for the Dog Scout test OR submit the written test with their video.
