Down Challenge

Patterned after the sit-test developed by Dr. Ian Dunbar, with a few changes/additions

Challenge: Have the dog respond to the “down” cue (verbal OR signal) on the first cue, within 1 second (or 1 dog length) and hold the position for at least 3 seconds.

Points: Each exercise is worth 20 points

Deductions: Minus 1 point for:

· Each additional cue/signal

· Each additional second

· Each additional dog length

	Behavior
	Points deducted
	Total

	Down out of motion- While heeling the dog at normal speed, on signal from the judge the handler shall instruct the dog to "Down”.  Before, during and after giving the command, the handler must keep moving at the same pace. There shall be substantial deductions for the handler slowing down (-5) or stopping (-10). 
	
	

	Signal Down- With dog in a stand stay, handler walks to the other side of the ring (30’) and turns to face the dog. On judge’s cue, handler signals or cues the dog to down.
	
	

	Down for Exam- The handler shall instruct the dog to "Stand" and "Stay" and when ready, shall walk six feet away and turn to face the dog. On cue from the judge, the handler shall instruct the dog to "Down”. Dog must remain in a down while judge touches the dog’s head, shoulders and rump, then moves away.
	
	

	Down on recall- The handler shall position the dog in a sit-stay and when ready, shall walk away about 35 feet and turn to face the dog. On cue from the judge, the handler shall give their recall cue and when the dog reaches the halfway point, the handler shall instruct the dog to "Down”. Finishing the recall is not required.
	
	

	Down-Stay Down- All handlers shall position the dog in a down-stay in a line along one side of the ring and when ready, all walk to the other side of the ring and turn to face their dogs. One at a time, on cue from the judge, each handler shall cue his/her dog to "Down”. Dog’s should not change position.
	
	

	Out of sight down- All handlers shall stand in a line along one side of the ring. One at a time, a steward shall walk each dog on a loose leash to the other side of the ring as the handler turns their back to the dog.  On cue from the judge, the steward will drop the dog’s leash and the handler shall cue the dog to "Down." When the dog downs, onlookers/judge shall praise the dog, "Good dog”. Dog is then returned to the handler or the hander can collect the dog.
	
	


	Behavior

	Points deducted
	Total

	Down-stay-down The handler shall position the dog in a sit stay in the center of the ring. When ready, the handler shall walk far enough in front of the dog to be able to lie down with his/her head a couple of inches from the dogs forepaws, i.e., dog and handler are in a straight line with the dog sitting and the handler supine (lying on his/her back). On cue from the judge, the handler shall instruct the dog to "Down."
	
	

	Platform Down- Dog jumps onto (or is placed) on a hard sided crate that is properly sized for the dog to fit into. Handler moves 5’ away and with the dog standing, cues the dog to down. Any similarly sized object with a solid surface on top can be used as the platform.
	
	

	Down on strange surface- A plastic tarp (at least 8’ long on one side) is folded till it is about 3’ wide x at least 8’. With the handler walking next to the tarp, the dog heels on the tarp. When the middle is reached, the handler stops and cues the dog to down.
	
	

	Down on moving object- Any safe object that moves under the dog if the dog wiggles can be used for this exercise. Examples would be an exercise ball/egg, a wobble board, a wagon, the center point of an agility teeter, a barrel shaped object on its side, a person lying on their back or stomach.
	
	

	Totals:
	
	


Examples of the above behaviors: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MtY5U2K-rG0 
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