[image: image1.jpg]Profuse diarrhea or vomiting.
Straining to urinate or defecate.
Unconsciousness

Painful, enlarged abdomen
Problems giving birth.

Severe depression.

NORMAL VITAL SIGNS
Know what is normal for your pet. Practice on your pet when it is not an emergency.

Heart rate (Pulse)

Location:

Lt elbow where it touches the chest.

Inner thigh. Light touch where the leg meets body wall. -
Just below wrist or ankle. Just above the middle pad.

Rate

Small, miniature or toy (30 pounds or less) 100 — 160 beats per minute
Medium - Large (30 pounds or more) 60 — 100 beats per minute
Puppy (0 -1 yr) 120 - 160 beats per minute

Respirations or breathing rate

Watch the rise and fall of the chest.
Mirror in front of the nose.
Cotton ball in front of the nose.

Rate
Dogs
o 10 - 30 breaths per minute
o Up to 200 pants per minute
Cats
© 20 - 30 breaths per minute
o Up to 300 pants per minute
o Cats do not normally pant unless frightened or in distress. Longer can be an
emergency.

Normally chest rises and falls. If the abdomen is actively expanding instead of the chest can
possibly be a problem.

Loud, shallow or gasping sounds is an emergency.

No breathing is an emergency.

Temperature

Secure the animal. Use thermometer and lubrication.
Insert into rectum just past the tip of thermometer.
Normal temp.

o Dog 1002-1028F

o Cat 100.5-102.5F

T--perature below 100 and above.104 is considered an emergency.




