Guidelines for the Dog Scout test
(Anyone taking or giving the Dog Scout test needs to know these things)
The Dog Scouts do not have a pledge, or a salute or secret handshake. They do, however, have a set of "laws." Dog parents should, whenever possible, try to carry out the Dog Scout laws, and exemplify a good canine citizen and responsible parent. Note how the certification items below relate to the Dog Scout laws. 
Understanding the dog’s titles:

· “Troop Member”: For dogs that haven’t passed any DSA tests yet.

· “Cadet Scout”: Means you have paid the record keeping fee to DSA to get the collar tag and title and agree to uphold the Dog Scout laws. This is done on the “membership” webpage.

· “Dog Scout”: Passing all the certification requirements will qualify your dog to wear the DSA bandanna, get the title of DSA after his/her name and represent DSA in public.  Only when you and your dog complete all the requirements of the Dog Scout test to a certified Scoutmaster’s satisfaction, do they earn the title of Dog Scout. 

· “Honor Scout”: The highest level of achievement. It is a great honor and testament of the dog’s high level of training.
For the Dog Scout test, the Scoutmaster needs to have observed your dog on at least three different days prior to the dog being tested (some testing can take place on each of those days as well).  So if you are videotaping the test, at least three different days will need to be shown. You can do different parts of the test on each of those days.  

To become a full fledged Dog Scout (with the title of DSA) and to wear the red, official Dog Scout bandanna/uniform, the Dog Scout certification needs to be passed by you and your dog.  This can be done in-person at a troop meeting when the  Scoutmaster is doing testing or at Dog Scout Camp in Michigan or by submitting a video of you and your dog completing the requirements.  Dog Scout tests can only be evaluated by a DSA certified Scoutmaster.  The components of the certification do not have to all be completed at one time, but all components need to be passed within a 6 month time-frame.  In other words, you can show the Scoutmaster that your dog has basic obedience at one check out and show the 'leave-it' and/or heeling later when you have had more time to practice it. 
 Fees: 

There is a processing and materials fee ($35) for the DSA certification that is sent in with the proper forms when the test is passed.  This includes the patch, bandanna and official photo ID for your dog, the entering of your information and the dog’s information in the DSA database and when your scout passes on he/she can get a free plaque on the Rainbow Bridge Troop memorial at Dog Scout camp if you advise DSA of the dog’s date of birth (or best guess) and death.

 Other Badges:

Your dog must have the title of Dog Scout prior to sending in badge forms for any of the specialty badges.  This doesn't mean your dog cannot work on learning these specialty behaviors till he's a scout, you just can't send in certification forms until then.  There are fees for each badge certification and only certified Dog Scout Evaluators can do the testing.  To see the badge requirements, visit the “Dog Scout badges” page of the website.
 TRAINING: 

The previous pages of this guide include "How-to" positive training information for each of the dog's requirements. If you need help teaching your dog any of the behaviors, just ask the nearest Scoutmaster or the Certification Program director. Positive training methods are required for all the behaviors on the test.  If you have not been using reward-based training methods (if you have used punishment for incorrect responses from your dog when given cues for the test behaviors) then you will need to re-train those behaviors using only reward-based methods so that both you and your dog have a firm understanding of the methods DSA supports. This will also help your dog enjoy responding to your cues and working WITH you instead of FOR you. 

GEAR:

The use of head collars, prongs or front attach harnesses during the certification is only allowed if there is a physical safety need (Ex: large dog with a frail or disabled handler) but can only used as a “safety net”, not to control the dog for the test behaviors.  Choke chains are not allowed and should not be worn by any Dog Scout (wearing them for conformation showing without using them to correct or train the dog is the only exception.)  Buckle collars and limited slip collars that are properly adjusted are allowed (this means the collar is only snug around the dog’s neck when it’s in the tightest position and cannot constrict into the dog’s skin/muscle.)  Have the parent try the requirements without these training aids (on a flat buckle or limited slip collar.)  The parent should be working on obtaining the dog’s compliance without the need of training aids. A standard harness (not a training aid) with the leash attached over the dog’s back is also allowed.

The leash can be of any material (leather, nylon, cloth) and can be any length that gives enough slack to maintain a loose leash (no tension in the leash between the dog and handler) and that is not so long as to be a tripping hazard.

CUES (some call them commands): 

Multiple cues are permitted in most cases as long as repetition is not excessive but where noted, are seen as a need for further training (see leave it.)  Cues should be given in a normal tone of voice and not imply any threat or be overly loud.  Raising the tone a few octaves to get the dog excited is allowed.

REWARDS:

To pass each requirement, a dog must perform as directed and when directed by his parent.  No food or other reward items are permitted on the parent or in the immediate area where the certification is taking place.  The dog may be rewarded between exercises (when the exercise is completely finished and no longer being evaluated.) The use of rewards during training is encouraged, but once you reach the level of the test the rewards should not need to be on you.  You are allowed to praise the dog and use encouraging words at anytime during the testing but should not be acting like you have treats/rewards to get the behaviors.
 

PARENT’S RESPONSIBILITIES:

To get the DSA title, the parent needs to show they understand their responsibilities as the parent of a Dog Scout.  This can be done through the use of the written handler's test found in this guide. To become a Dog Scout, each parent and dog must pass various requirements that will show that the parent has taught the dog basic manners and that the scout’s companion is a responsible dog parent.  The parent must do a good job of controlling the dog, and the dog must display a sound temperament at all times (this is evaluated even when not testing in front of the Scoutmaster and the Scoutmaster can refuse to pass any dog or handler they feel need more work in these areas.)  The Scoutmaster should be able to list specific incidents that illustrate his/her hesitation to certify the person and/or dog. Reports of incidents made by others may also be taken into consideration. 

RE-TRIES:

This is a pass/fail certification, based on performance that is either acceptable or unacceptable.  However, if the dog/parent team cannot complete a certain requirement, they may try that component again after some practice or additional training.  The certification will be held after the Scoutmaster has had several days (at least three) to observe the person and dog interacting with people and other dogs and after the parent has received training on how to calm his dog and prevent aggression (read the notes from Dog Scout class.)  

WHO IS CERTIFIED:

The certification for the Dog Scout title is for the dog.  Each dog a handler has will need to get his/her title separately.  However, for programs like “Dog Scouts Welcome” only the handler that went through the testing with the dog and is listed on the dog’s ID card is eligible to accompany the dog.  So if multiple people want that privilege with the same dog, they will need to all be tested at the same time (written test and physical handling skills with the dog) and all their names will need to be put on the dog’s badge form so they can be added to the ID card. Only one badge fee needs to be paid.  Names cannot be added later without additional fees to cover the cost of a replacement ID card and written verification of the testing from a Scoutmaster (Do NOT turn in a second badge form on the same dog for a badge the dog has already earned!)  A scoutmaster can choose to waive the written handler’s test for a parent that has submitted it previously with another dog.                    
 

Guidelines for each test component:

1.  Dog is safe and comfortable with strangers in normal circumstances with handler support and management. Dog can demonstrate an appropriate greeting of a human.
(Related DOG SCOUT LAW #1: My dog must be safe with people and other dogs.)
 

A friendly stranger will greet the parent and then the dog; the kind of stranger you might meet on the street that wants to pet your dog.  He or she will bend down and talk sweetly to your dog, and try to pet your dog.  The test is mainly about the person greeting the dog, but greeting the handler first is encouraged. The leash should stay loose.

 

To pass, the dog must accept or remain neutral to the stranger’s advances.  A dog that shows undue panic or unfriendliness with body posture, vocalizations or aggressive displays is not suitable to take in public near other people.  

  

This is NOT a test of the dog’s manners (like with CGC or the manners badge) but a polite greeting is nice.  The dog should greet in a safe way- not jumping up or bouncing -which could knock over an elderly person or cause a sore nose if the person bends over and gets “bopped.”  The sole purpose of this test is to weed out potential fear biters or unsafe dogs.  Parents with over exuberant dogs should be advised to read the section on teaching the dog self control and a polite greeting. Training for a proper greeting is explained in the training steps for the “Manners” badge.

 

Scoutmaster Note: The Scoutmaster can be the friendly stranger, they can designate someone to be a friendly stranger or if video taping for your own dog’s Dog Scout title, you can use people met randomly at a store, training facility, café, etc.  Family members and members in your household cannot be the friendly stranger.  It should be someone the dog doesn’t know well, but doesn’t have to be a totally new person to the dog.  If you have a choice, choose people for this that know how to read dogs, and know how to safely approach dogs.  If no such persons exist in your group of assistants, you must SHOW the assistants PRECISELY how to behave to keep the dog feeling safe, based on your knowledge of dog behavior, calming signals and dog social signals.  If you are being evaluated for advancement in Scoutmaster Training, you will be evaluated on how and what you instruct your assistants and the parent to do.  

 

Here are some pointers for the friendly strangers if they can be briefed before the meeting (also a good way for you to meet an unknown dog):

*Have the assistant approach obliquely (from an angle, not a direct front approach), and 

     speak directly to the parent, before looking at the dog. 

*A good thing for the stranger to say is “Hi!  What a pretty dog, what’s his name?”  *Hearing the friendly voice will help put the dog at ease.

*The assistant should wait until the parent talks back to him before looking at the dog.  

*The dog will base his reaction on the parent’s reaction.  The stranger knows that if he 

     can get the parent to speak FIRST, the dog will see that the stranger is not a threat. 

*After the parent speaks the dog’s name, and shakes the hand of the friendly stranger in 

     a pleasant way, the stranger can move his attention to the dog.

*Now that he knows the dog’s name, he can say, “Oh, Sparky!  What a pretty dog you 

     are!  Are you a nice puppy?  Can I pet you?”

*At this time, if the stranger senses any nervous “vibes” from the dog, he can turn 

     sideways, and squat down (calming signals), not looking the dog in the eye.

*Stranger should ask the parent for permission to pet the dog (to get the parent to  

     speak some more...).  Then the stranger can hold out his/her hand in offer to stroke the dog under the chin, and maybe on the shoulder.  

THE DOG MUST APPROACH THE STRANGER and allow at least brief contact.
 

Some dogs are not shy or fearful—they just don’t appreciate being touched by strangers.  Use your judgment as to whether the dog can take the pressure of a greeting or not.  You should know, from having been around this dog for a while.

As your dog’s protector, it’s your job to STOP the stranger greeting your dog if they are about to or are doing something foolish or invasive, especially if the dog looks like he is not up for a visit.  The dog doesn’t have to love it, but should at least tolerate the visit showing relaxed body language and be willing to approach the person and allow contact.  Do not let the stranger follow a dog that is attempting to retreat.  If the dog is trying to put space between themselves and the stranger, you need to respect that and help your dog communicate his/her wishes.  Kids are the worst offenders for moving into the space of a retreating dog. 

Parents:

You are evaluated on your ability to control the interaction a stranger has with your dog so that your dog feels safe and the person greeting your dog stays safe.  As the parent of a Dog Scout, you are expected to do this EVERYTIME your dog greets a new person, not just for the test! 

 

Additional Info:
Dog should accept the presence and touch of a friendly stranger.  We’re testing his or her tendency to be friendly with humans and not to threaten, bite them, run away or greet them in a dangerous way.  The dog does need to move toward a stranger on his own or with prompting/cue on a loose leash.

 

*Dog does not have to be “overly friendly” and Scoutmaster must realize that some 

     dogs are standoffish.

*“Stranger” should be well skilled or instructed in dog communication and handling and 

     know how to use calming signals, if needed for shy dogs. Parents must do 

     everything they can to help and support their dog.

*The stranger should not try to touch a dog that has not touched him/her first (allow the  

     dog to approach.)  Remain as non-threatening as possible.

*The stranger should ask the parent the dog’s name as he or she approaches.

*Dog must not be overly fearful (refusing to allow contact with the stranger at all or 

     urinating from fear and not just excitement or a submissive temperament.)
*Dog must not be aggressive (trying to ward off the stranger’s approach with threat 

     displays.)

 Allowable:
     *The smart end of the leash can tell the tester his or her dog’s name, and any other hints 

           that would make the dog more receptive to handling, and would be well-advised to  

           speak to the stranger first as he or she approaches, to allow the dog to see that 

           the parent is friendly toward the stranger, too.

    * The parent can also give the dog cues, like “go say Hi”, to let them know it is ok to 
           approach the person.

     *Dog can be in any position for this test, and does not need to maintain a sit or stay.    
Not Allowable:
      *Use of loud or threatening voice to intimidate the dog

     *Leash corrections (jerks on the leash)

     *A dog whose greeting can cause bruises, a loss of balance, etc. to the tester.
     *Physically forcing the dog to make contact with the stranger

     *Any aggression or threat of aggression toward the stranger or other humans
     *Any shy or fearful reaction to the stranger from which the dog will not recover and 
            again approach the stranger or other humans
 

 2.  Dog is safe and comfortable being near other dogs on leash and off leash if handler feels it is safe and manages the environment
(Related DOG SCOUT LAW #1: My dog must be safe with people and other dogs.)
 

This part of the test makes sure that the dogs are not unjustly reactive (aggressive displays or overly fearful) when they are near other dogs both on-leash and off-leash.  The dog being tested should tolerate the close proximity of other polite and friendly dogs both while the dogs are all on-leash and then all off-leash in a safe area. Parents are evaluated on their ability to protect their dog and keep the dog from feeling the need for a display or showing other signs of fear as well as preventing their dog from being a pest to another dog or human.

Parents should be honest with themselves about the dog’s readiness to represent Dog Scouts if their dog has shown reactivity (barking, snapping, lunging, etc.) at other dogs.  Handlers that have such good dog management skills that others that know the dog would be surprised to learn the dog sometimes has “issues” with other dogs may pass.  But dogs that frequently “go off” on other dogs need to learn better coping skills while the handlers need to learn better management skills.  There are several excellent resources for this information like the Dog Scout website, Control Unleashed book and Click to Calm book to name a few.

Scoutmasters can verify this part of the test by having several parents stand together with their dogs on loose leads.  The dogs should not be under any 'cue', but rather simulate meeting and talking to these other people as if you had just met up in public.  Parents will be expected to keep their dog from being a pest to any other dog and the parent should not ignore any ‘pre-fight’ body language. Leashes should be loose allowing the dog to show normal body language.

You should also observe the dog with other dogs while off-lead in a safe and contained area with or without the parents. Good areas for this are a dog park, a fenced yard or at a Dog Daycare.  If these are not available, any fenced or contained area where the dogs are allowed to be will work. For video submission, video of your dog at doggie daycare will work.
 

To pass, the dog must not show any unwarranted aggression toward passive dogs.  Some growling would be acceptable if being pestered by another dog.  It’s OK for a dog to say to another dog, “Leave me alone!” but that warning should stop as soon as the other dog responds.   Overly friendly or assertive dogs should be prevented from pawing, mounting or “bullying” other dogs, so that those dogs are not forced to reply with a snarl, which could escalate to something else.  These displays do not necessarily mean a dog is inherently aggressive.  The behavior of the dog in its interactions with other dogs all week at camp or while being observed by the Scoutmaster over the three-day (or more) period prior to the certification will also be taken into consideration.  Dog Scouts of America reserves the right to refuse to certify any handler and dog based on these or other observations.  Titles can also be revoked if the dog's temperament changes for the worse or the parent does not do their best to prevent the dog from feeling the need to show an aggressive display.  Keep in mind that if your dog is known to be a Dog Scout, their behavior (and yours) is a reflection on the organization.  Scoutmasters should keep this in mind when determining if the dog is a good candidate for the Dog Scout title.  People who don’t know the dog should feel “I want my dog to be like that one” when they meet or see a Dog Scout.
 
Scoutmaster Note: Choose a location where none of the dogs are likely to act “territorial” and remove any toys that might be an issue.  Choose other dogs that are “socially adept.”  This doesn’t mean they necessarily have to be interactive and playful, but the dogs should be good at reading and giving appropriate body language signals.  They can be neutral toward the other dogs, and ignore the other dogs, which is actually a good way to judge the reactivity of the dog(s) being certified.  If you have observed 'issues' in a dog prior to the certification, you should advise the dog's parent to get some remedial training to work out the dog's (or parent's) issues.  You are not obligated to put your dog in a situation with strange dogs of unknown temperament or to provide the remedial training if you don’t feel qualified.  This is one very important reason why we do not do “walk-in” tests.  Dogs do not have to like all other dogs, but they should tolerate their presence without an excessive display.  Dogs being tested or observed should not show excessive fear about being around other dogs.

Parents: It is your job to always try to keep your dog feeling safe enough that he/she doesn’t need a threat display to cause others to get farther away.  If this means you don’t get to do certain activities with your dog or that you need to hang out farther away from the action, then that is part of being responsible.  Don’t put your dog into situations that you know will cause him/her to react and if you see a reaction, remove your dog from the situation so he/she can calm down.  Do not advertize your dog as a Dog Scout (bandanna, uniform, “proud parent of a Dog Scout” shirt, etc.) if you know your dog is likely to act in a manner unbecoming of a well mannered scout.  

 

Additional Info:

     *This requirement is to make sure a dog is safe around other friendly dogs and will be 
           seen as a good ambassador.
     *Dog must be observed having normal interactions with other dogs

     *Dog should show an understanding of dog-to-dog communication and social signals
     *If dog lacks communication skills, parent can install various behaviors to help the dog 
           avoid confrontations

    * Scoutmasters should make sure that none of the dogs that are together try to do 
           anything that would incite a riot or an aggressive move by one of the other dogs

     *The smart end of the leash should know when it is inappropriate to let his or her dog 

            play with other dogs (such as a timid dog in with an assertive dog that is 

            bullying, when the dog is overly excited/stimulated/ in lizard brain, if there are 

            guarding issues that could cause problems, etc. (remove any object being guarded 

            if possible.)
  

Allowable:
     *A dog can growl or snap at another dog that is being rude, if it is interpreted merely as 
            a “please get back” signal

     *Parent should use own good judgment as to which dogs he or she wishes to allow his 
            or her dog to interact with. 

     *The dog can pass this portion of the criteria without going off the leash, if deemed 

            appropriate for the certification and with the reasons explained to the Scoutmaster, 

            but the dog must tolerate reasonable proximity (a foot or two) to other leashed dogs 

            while on a loose leash (and prove that he or she will show appropriate behavior in 

            normal situations.

 

Not Allowable:
     *Use of loud or threatening voice to intimidate the dog

     *Leash Corrections (jerks)

     *Rough handling of dog

     *A dog must not make an aggressive move toward any other dog(s) that was 
           unprovoked (see allowable)

     *A dog must not try to “lock on” with offensive eye contact with other dogs

     *The parent must not be intimidating the dog so that he will not attack the other dogs 

           (the dog has to be nice on his own)

 

NOTE:  The Scoutmaster reserves the right to not pass any dog that displays any signals, eye contact or other form of communication that would lead the Scoutmaster to believe the dog may be ready to bite.  The certification does not have to proceed with any dog if there is any question as to whether it will be friendly or not.

 

3.  Dog demonstrates an understanding of heel position and a heel cue and will choose to maintain heel position keeping the leash loose during a heeling pattern of a distance of at least 20 feet for each “leg” of the L that includes a left, right and U-turn, and 2 sits.
(Related DOG SCOUT LAW #2- My dog must be well mannered, so that he or she will be accepted in public places.  I understand and accept responsibility for teaching my dog proper manners using non-abusive methods like positive reinforcement training)

 

For the Dog Scout test, the dog needs to show an obvious understanding of a “heel” cue by maintaining proper heel position on a leash that stays loose while the handler moves through a standard obedience test pattern or its equivalent:
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It is the dog’s job to stay in position next to the handler, not the handler keeping the dog in position. The handler should be walking a straight line, not “weaving” to make up for the dog’s lack of heeling skill and handler needs to maintain a constant normal walking pace during the pattern (not speeding up or slowing down or walking extra slow). Slowing slightly for the turns is ok as long as it’s not done just to keep the dog in position. The sits can be cued (verbal and/or hand signal) and the dog does not have to sit in perfect heel position (crooked or out of position still passes). However, the leash cannot be used to cue the sit, it must remain loose.
Note that a Scoutmaster can ask for any pattern that shows 90 degree turns to both the left and right, an about turn (can be to the left or right - handler’s choice), at least 80’ of straight line heeling (20’ per “leg” of the pattern illustrated) and 2 sits somewhere on a straight line part of the pattern (not on a turn) and at the end.  
WALK AT HEEL: 

This exercise is more of a Novice level “Heel on Leash” than a Canine Good Citizen (CGC) walk on a loose leash.  The dog has to show a clear understanding of where heel position is and be willing to maintain it as the handler moves through the test pattern.  He must also sit when the handler stops (additional cues for the sit are permitted.)  However, it is not judged like a Novice heeling pattern.  Changes of pace and figure 8’s are not necessary, but a right and left turn and an about turn (or U-turn) are needed to get the basic idea of how well the dog walks on a leash.  Multiple cues are allowed as long as they are not to excess.  This should be demonstrated TWICE to be sure the first time was not a “fluke.” An “L” shaped pattern is recommended:

 

 Additional Info: 
     *Heeling is on leash that should remain loose throughout the exercise to show that the dog knows where heel position is located and will stay in position during the entire pattern (no flexis/retractables and no guiding, dragging, luring or helping the dog)    
     *Heeling off leash can be demonstrated if preferred, but dog is evaluated the same as if he were on-leash.

     *Performance does not have to be “obedience trial” caliber, but is much more than a 
           simple loose leash walking performance (it must be real heeling with full sits at the  

           stops)

     *Pattern is up to the Scoutmaster, but should demonstrate that the dog can heel when 
           turns in both directions are made, and will stop and sit when the parent stops 
           (include TWO sits, not including the start and end point, please)

     *Leash needs to stay loose for at least 95% of this exercise. Brief tightening of the leash 

           BY THE DOG is allowed but should only happen on 5% or less of the whole pattern.
 

Allowable: 

     *Multiple cues and/or signals to heel, and/or to sit at the stop

     *Talking to the dog encouragingly and or patting your leg
     *Repeating an exercise or a portion of an exercise (will need to show 3 correct 
            performances to make up for each incorrect performance on the day of the attempt)

      * Parents that must use head halters, prong collars or front attach collars for safety if 
             they have a disability like weak hands or balance issues or a very large dog vs. a 

             small person/child but we want to see the dog choose to comply.  These aids can 

             ONLY be used as a safety back-up, not as a means of getting the dog to perform 

             the required skills.

Not Allowable:

      *Use of food or pretending to have food (or other items) so the dog will obey

     *Use of loud or threatening voice to intimidate dog

     *Leash corrections (jerks)

     *Rough handling of the dog

     *Whining (the handler) -- If the DOG is whining, you need to find out why

     *Touching the dog’s body or leash to force or “hint” the dog into position

     *Choke Chains or improperly fitted (too tight) limited slip collars.

     *Training aids other than the parent’s voice and leash/collar.  No lures or aids for 
           guiding the dog (leash around the dog’s waist, use of dowel rods, head halters,  

           prong collars or front attach collars without an obvious need for safety of the   

           handler.)

      *Excessive barking (dog is not under control)

 

Scoutmaster Notes: Set up the heel portion of the test so that it is easiest for you to observe and evaluate.  Some people are not used to following “directions” (as in an obedience trial), so try to make the pattern for the course “fool proof.”   Either have them follow along from one cone to the next, or follow a line on the pavement, or follow along the edge of a paved or carpeted area.  This makes it easier for the people being tested.  Using an “L” shaped pattern that starts at one end, follows the shape, includes a U-turn and re-traces the shape will show a left, right and about turn as required (see diagram on previous page.)

 

4. Dog will sit at least 2 times in response to a verbal cue or hand signal while not heeling and leash must remain loose
SIT ON CUE: 
The dog will need to demonstrate an obvious understanding of a sit cue by responding quickly and correctly at least twice for the Scoutmaster to witness.  The leash must stay loose the entire time (not be part of the cue) and the dog needs to maintain the sit for a reasonable amount of time to show understanding of the behavior.  The cue can be a verbal and/or hand signal.  A cue can be repeated, but not to excess.  

The dog should be able to assume the sit position indicated by the parent.  Multiple cues are allowed, but dog must respond to the cue given, and not just fortuitously sit because it was bored or tired or guessing which behavior is being requested.  Having the parent show these behaviors twice each will show if the dog understands the cue as opposed to having it be an “accident.”

 

Additional Info:

This is tested separately from the other parts of the Dog Scout test.  Dog’s butt must be on the ground.  Dogs with medical or structural issues can get an exemption or modification if performing these positions is impossible or causes pain.

 

 

Allowable: 
     *Multiple cues and/or hand signals to sit (within reason)

    *Repeating an exercise or a portion of an exercise (will need to show 3 correct 
           performances to make up for each incorrect performance on the day of the attempt)

 


Not Allowable:

     *Use of food or pretending to have food (or other objects) so the dog will respond
     *Use of loud or threatening voice to intimidate dog

     *Leash corrections (jerks) or tightening of the leash as a cue

     *Rough handling of dog

     *Serendipitous action of dog, not in response to the cue (dog finally gets tired of 
           the nagging and sits or was guessing)

     *Whining (the handler) -- If the DOG is whining, find out why

     *Touching the dog’s body or tightening the leash to force or “hint” the dog into position.

 
5. Dog will lie down at least 2 times in response to a verbal cue or hand signal and leash must remain loose

DOWN: The dog will need to demonstrate an obvious understanding of a down cue by responding quickly and correctly at least twice for the Scoutmaster to witness.  The leash must stay loose the entire time (not be part of the cue) and the dog needs to maintain the down for a reasonable amount of time to show understanding of the behavior.  The cue can be a verbal and/or hand signal.  A cue can be repeated, but not to excess. 

This is tested separately from the other parts of the Dog Scout test.  The dog’s elbows need to be on the ground/floor. Dogs with medical or structural issues can get an exemption or modification if performing these positions is impossible or causes pain.
The dog should be able to assume the down position indicated by the parent.  Multiple cues are allowed, but dog must respond to the cue given, and not just fortuitously lie down because it was bored or tired or guessing which behavior is being requested.  Having the parent show these behaviors twice each will show if the dog understands the cue as opposed to having it be an “accident.”

Allowable: 
     *Multiple cues and/or hand signals to lie down (within reason)

    *Repeating an exercise or a portion of an exercise (will need to show 3 correct 
           performances to make up for each incorrect performance on the day of the attempt)

 


Not Allowable:

     *Use of food or pretending to have food (or other objects) so the dog will respond
     *Use of loud or threatening voice to intimidate dog

     *Leash corrections (jerks) or tightening of the leash as a cue

     *Rough handling of dog

     *Serendipitous action of dog, not in response to the cue (dog finally gets tired of 
           the nagging and lies down or was guessing)

     *Whining (the handler) -- If the DOG is whining, find out why

     *Touching the dog’s body or tightening the leash to force or “hint” the dog into position.

6. Dog will stay in either a sit or a down position, while handler walks about 20’ away and returns to the dog close enough to put a hand on the collar (walking around dog to heel not required)

STAY: 

The dog needs to demonstrate (twice) an obvious understanding of a stay cue by remaining in the position chosen (sit or down) as the handler walks at least 20 feet away and then returns to the dog.  While away from the dog, the handler should mill about, show the Scoutmaster they have two clean-up baggies or briefly interact with another person.  The handler does not need to return to heel position or walk around the dog.  The dog must not change position or get up or move from the spot where he was placed on the stay between the time when the handler cues the stay and the time the handler returns to the dog and gets close enough to touch the dog’s collar. The dog should be released from the stay position and re-set for each demonstration/repetition of stay.  If the dog moves, the stay will need to be repeated 2 extra times.  The stay is tested separately from the come/recall.

Additional Info:

The dog needs to remain in the chosen position until the parent gets all the way back to the dog.  Upon return, the parent does not need to circle the dog into “heel” position. Leash can stay on or be removed – parent’s choice.

Allowable: 

     *Non-threatening encouragement to stay (“good dog”, “good stay”, etc.)

     *Repeating an exercise or a portion of an exercise (will need to show 3 correct 
           performances to make up for each incorrect performance on the day of the attempt)

     *Parent can choose sit or down position for his or her own dog, dog needs to remain in 

           the position chosen.
     *Asking the parents to show that they have at least two baggies while their dogs are on 
           the stay or engaging in brief conversation or getting a handshake while they are 

           away from their dogs.

 


Not Allowable:

*Use of food or pretending to have food (or other objects) so the dog will stay
*Use of loud or threatening voice to intimidate dog

*Leash corrections (jerks) or anyone holding the leash of the dog (the end of a 20’ long line can be held by a person that is not near the dog.)
*Forcing into position

*Rough handling of dog

*Shouting, using a threatening tone or repeatedly chanting, “STAY!”
*Use of a mat, target, agility table or other indicator not likely to be found while out for a walk with your dog.
*Whining (the handler)-- If the DOG is whining, find out why

 

7. Dog will come directly to the handler 2 times when called from a distance of at least 20’.  It is the handler’s choice whether the exercise is performed on or off leash.  If on leash the dog can be on a long line and drag the line with the evaluator holding the line.

COME WHEN CALLED: 

The dog needs to demonstrate an obvious understanding of a recall cue by going directly to the handler (no detours) when the handler gives the recall cue from at least 20 feet away from the dog. This should be demonstrated twice.  While a solid stay is best, the dog may change position or be held by a helper on a loose leash or light collar hold until the handler cues the recall.  The dog must get close enough to the handler when called that the handler can touch/hold the dog’s collar. A verbal and/or hand signal can be used as a cue. The come/recall is tested separately from the stay and other parts of the Dog Scout test.

Additional Info:

     *Leash can stay on or be removed – parent’s choice. But removal of the leash is 
           recommended to prevent the dog from giving himself a leash jerk if the leash gets 
           stepped on
     *Dog should happily proceed directly to parent when cued (no side trips)
     *A formal “front” is nice, but not required, but dog must come to parent (close enough to 
           be held by the collar)

     *A formal “finish” to heel position is not required

 

Allowable: 
     *Multiple cues and/or signals to come (within reason)

     *Holding the dog until parent calls (dog does not need to be called out of a stay)

     *Repeating an exercise or a portion of an exercise (will need to show 3 correct 
           performances to make up for each incorrect performance on the day of the attempt)

     *Parent can grab, hug or otherwise catch onto the dog when he arrives, and then put the 
            leash on

 

Not Allowable:

     *Use of food or pretending to have food (or other objects) so the dog will respond
     *Use of loud or threatening voice to intimidate dog

     *Leash corrections (jerks)

     *Rough handling of dog

     *Serendipitous action of dog, not in response to cue (or responding before called)

     *Whining (the handler)-- If the DOG is whining, find out why

 

8. Handler understands and agrees that the “leave it” cue is something they must work on the dog’s entire life.  For the test, the food and “other animal” needs to be something the dog clearly shows he/she really wants to get.  If the dog demonstrates no interest in food or other animal, two other objects the dog desires such as toys, dogs, people, etc can be used.  The two items should be tested separately.  The dog will pass close enough to easily get the item and the leash must remain loose.  Each of the items needs to have 3 passes that meet the above criteria or a ratio of 3 correct passes for each incorrect pass.  

(Related Dog Scout Law #4 - In an effort to reduce the number of places that refuse admittance to dogs, I will not let my dog be a nuisance and will keep my dog under control at all times.  I will not allow my dog to harass wildlife.) 
LEAVE IT:

For the “Leave it” section of the Dog Scout test, the handler needs to show that the dog has definite interest in the item he will be asked to leave.  Then the dog will need to correctly pass by the tempting food or “critter” at least 3 times in a row, on a leash that stays completely loose at all times, passing close enough to easily get the object, but choose not to get it. The handler can use any cue to mean “don’t touch that, look at that or molest that” but for the test, the dog may not be under a formal “heel” cue.  The dog needs to know the item is there and needs to actually WANT to get or investigate the item.  The test simulates being out for a walk on a loose leash and suddenly coming across a tempting item or fearless critter.  During the pass-by, the handler should maintain pace (not slowing or speeding up). If the leash goes tight or the dog tries to get the item (or gets it) that is not a correct pass-by of the item.  For each incorrect pass, the dog must pass the item correctly 3 additional times on that day of testing or try again for 3 correct passes on a different day.
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“But my dog has no interest in that”:

If the dog shows no interest in food no matter how tempting the treat, you must show this by offering the dog many different food/treat items that would normally be very tempting to a dog. For video submissions, place the items on the floor with the dog off-leash and able to get the items if he should choose to do so as well as dropping food/treats next to the dog.  

If the dog has no interest in the critter being used or is afraid of the critter, you may need to try a few different critters.  Some possibilities are: a dead animal carcass (don’t get hit by a car yourself!), pocket pets/birds at nose level in a pet store, cat toy that looks like a mouse and is made of real fur moved by a bit of fishing line that’s been attached at the nose, a real cat in a crate (as long as it doesn’t traumatize the cat), livestock or anything that is visually hard to distinguish from a real animal AND that smells real to the dog (has real feathers/fur or has taken on the scent of the real animal it portrays.)  

If the dog is highly toy motivated but lacking in motivation for the food or critter, you can demonstrate the “leave-it” with a favorite toy in addition to showing the behaviors above to prove the dog has no interest in food or critters. As a last resort, anything the dog REALLY wants can be used to demonstrate the dog’s understanding of “leave-it” (another person, an open car door, the door to the training center, etc.) But you’ll first have to really prove that the dog has no interest in the standard items beyond a doubt either to the Scoutmaster in person or putting the demo of disinterest on video.

To pass, the dog must choose not touch the item that the dog has seen and is within reach of the dog after the parent has told him to “Leave it.”  It is preferred that the dog look at and maintain eye contact with the handler once told “leave-it” but a dog showing avoidance of the forbidden item can pass without looking at the handler.  Several passes (at least 3) by the food and the animal are required (test these separately), so that you are confident it was not a fluke or an oversight that the dog complied with the cue.  Three correct passes in a row, with no failed pass attempts during that testing session will be considered a "passing grade" on this part of the test.

If the dog completely avoids the item on a pass-by, the item should be moved to a new location at least 3’ away before the next pass.  Putting the item in a different spot can often make it “new” and possibly available as far as the dog is concerned.  

The food must be in the open, and not held in the hands of a distracter, or anything of that nature for the test.  I have found it useful to use a rib bone with a little meat left on it as the decoy food.  The dog can’t swallow it, and even if he does try to pick it up, you can take it away from him (make SURE he can’t swallow it—pick a size that is un-swallowable!)  A pan with left over, baked on bits of lasagna or casserole or a plastic jar of baby food (meat) or plastic peanut butter jar also works well, but the leave-it food can be anything that is highly tempting to the dog (homemade tuna treats, open can of tuna, hotdogs, pile of squeeze cheese, etc.)

For video tests: Be sure the leave-it items are VISIBLE on the video!  You may need to put the food item on a plate, especially if testing in grass with a handful of small treats or lay a bright leash around the item. Don’t forget to move the item before the next pass each time the dog shows strong avoidance.

Parents: Handler should demonstrate for the Scoutmaster the methods they used to train their dog to “leave-it” on cue. 
 

Scoutmaster Notes: If you are not sure whether the dog was intentionally ignoring the food, or if he just didn’t see it, have the parent make another pass or move the object while the dog is watching.  The dog should be able to walk almost directly over the food, and choose to ignore it.  Any signs of harsh punishment, like the dog cowering when he hears the “Leave it” cue from the parent or a harshly given cue should be an indication that a method not approved of by DSA was used to train this dog.  You should suggest a more pleasant method of getting the same reaction (like teaching the “walk away game”) and invite the person to re-test after he/she has worked on it.  We don’t want dogs in public looking like their parents have clobbered them, especially if they’re going to be Dog Scouts.  The title is representative of the relationship between the parent and the dog, and NOT just the performance of the dog for the test.  

 

During training, it is imperative that you make it clear to the parents that they must not let their dog reach the item.  If the dog gets rewarded for disregarding the parent, it makes training much more difficult.  

 

Note of caution: If the parent doesn’t feel that they can wrestle the item away and take it from the dog’s mouth without being bitten by the dog, then there’s something wrong with the parent/dog relationship to begin with.  A dog that would not allow his parent to take food from him is not a dog that can become a Dog Scout.  The parent has to work on some indirect access exercises, “trade” exercises and handling of the dog.  
 

So, it would be a good idea to explain to the people that if the dog accidentally gets the food, they will be required to get it back from the dog (just as you would if you found your dog eating something harmful!)  If they don’t feel that they can, or fear for their safety in doing so, don’t proceed with the certification.  

 

For the decoy animal, we have used everything from a live large lake turtle (non-dangerous), to a caged rat, to a crated cat that likes dogs and doesn't mind barking.  You could use any animal, really, that you can prevent your dog from getting to and harming.  Be sure the animal will not be stressed by the actions of the dogs.  A goat behind a fence (up close), or a cat (that is tolerant of dogs) on a leash or in a crate could be used.  If a live animal is not possible, try one of the fake mouse cat toys that have real fur on them that is put on a thin string or fishing line and dragged around in jerking motions in view of the dog before the testing.  If you are walking with the dog (like on a troop hike) and find road kill or an animal carcass, that can be used to test the "leave it" as well.  The animal used should be real if at all possible, or if the animal is fake, it needs to look and smell real.  The dog has to be interested in the animal, but must leave it on cue, and choose to walk away from it without getting close enough to get bitten or scratched (if the decoy animal could or can do that.)   If the dog is fearful of the animal, you’ll need to test with a different animal the dog wants to investigate.

 

You should also use another dog for this requirement; preferably one the dog has not yet met on the day of the certification.  It is imperative that the dog will respond quickly and fully to the leave it or recall cue especially when greeting another dog.  But you will also have to use an additional animal (or very realistic facsimile as described above) to complete the test.

 

Take every precaution to insure the safety of the decoy animal.  Do not cause any undue stress to the decoy animal.  What you are looking for in this test is the point when the dog actively chooses to leave the decoy alone and listen to the parent.  If it is not obvious, feel free to repeat the test several times.  Just as with Leave it with food, the dog/parent will need to show at least 3 correct responses to the cue in a row and an additional 3 correct responses for each incorrect or delayed response (such as when the dog stops to stare at the object or tightens the leash to pull to the object.)  If the dog has done some practice passes on the item (food or animal) then the item needs to be moved at least 3’ to a new spot before doing the passes for the test when the parent doesn’t have rewards or a treat pouch on them.

 

The dog will need a much higher percentage of good passes than bad ones.  If he doesn’t show that he understands the parent’s cue the first few times, they may need to try again later after more practice.  If the parent has worked the dog through the training steps without progressing too fast and by doing the training steps in several areas, the dog should not be ignoring the parent for this cue. 

 

Additional Info:

     *After noticing the food and other animal, dog must refuse to sniff, try to get or ingest 
           the decoy food, and the decoy animal, once he or she is instructed to leave it by the 
           parent.

     * The “leave it” cue should be given in a happy, non-threatening tone that is not too loud 

            as soon as the dog looks at the item. 
     *The leash has to stay visibly loose (without even brief tension) for the entire pass-by.
     *This is testing a response to a cue, not to a tight leash.

     *A food item highly desirable to the dog, and visible to the dog must be used

     *A plate can be used under the food to help the dog spot it 

     *Another dog should also be used for the leave it with another animal. Preferably one 
           the dog has not yet met on the day of the certification and has a desire to meet.

     *This exercise is performed on leash for this particular badge.  But several of the 
           specialty badges require an off-leash leave it.  If the parent wants to do this off-leash 
           with their dog, they may. Several of the badges require the “Leave it” to be shown 

           again, so it’s worth perfecting.
     *If a ‘fake’ decoy animal is used, it needs to look and smell real to the dog.  It is 
           preferred that the decoy moves (with a motor or fishing line) or makes a realistic 
           sound as well.  The decoy animal can also be a dead animal carcass provided the  

           dog has an interest in it. 

     *The dog needs to walk by the decoy, not just approach and back off. 

     *The dog, while walking by, HAS to be close enough to get to the food/decoy and 
            CHOOSE not to get the item.

     *Putting food on or near a dog on a stay does not count as a leave it.  

     *The dog needs to pass by the food/decoy as they would a trash can on the street or 
            past an animal burrow next to the trail.
     * The cue used by the handler needs to be specific to a “leave it” behavior.  The use of 

            the cue “heel” or one to mean “heel” cannot be used in order to keep the dog from        

            looking at the item.  We need to see that if the dog sees something it wants, the 

            handler can cue the dog to leave it alone and that the dog clearly understands the  

            meaning of that cue.
   

Allowable: 
     *Repeating an exercise or a portion of an exercise (the ratio of 3 correct responses for 
             each failure is used)

     *“Implied” leave it (dog can automatically refuse the food and the other animal without 
             the cue) but needs to demonstrate that they are interested in getting it or 
             investigating it at some point.  An implied or well trained leave-it can make it 
             difficult to determine if the dog really has any interest in the item or not.

     *Cues that mean the same thing as leave it, such as “on by”, “off” and “Don’t touch” are 
             acceptable.

Not Allowable:


            failure, and a new trial of this exercise begins.   Each new trial begins with the 
            approach, and ends with the “walk away” of the dog to the opposite side of the 
            object. Stops between the approach and walk-away are considered a failed pass.
     *Use of food or pretending to have a reward or if the dog thinks you have a reward so 
            the dog will leave the decoy food alone.

     *Use of any cue such as “Heel” or “Look at me” while approaching the decoy for the 
             purpose of keeping the dog from seeing the decoy.  The dog has to know that the 
             item is there and where it is located.  If that’s clear, the “Leave it” cue can cause 
             the dog to give the parent eye contact.

     *Use of loud or threatening voice

     *Leash corrections (jerks.)  The leash has to remain visibly loose and tension free for 
            the entire pass by

     *Rough handling of dog (or the decoy animal)

     *Serendipitous action of dog, not in response to cue (dog finally gets tired of trying and 
            gives up—that’s how we teach this, that’s not a passing response for the test)

     *A tight leash-- Dog must choose to leave the food on his own, without any physical 
            help from the leash or parent, to count as a correct response.

     *Too far from the decoy—the dog must be close enough to easily reach the decoy and 
            choose to leave it 

 

 

9. Handler will have at least two plastic bags to clean up after their dog at all times when a dog is with them

(Related Dog Scout Law # 3: My dog must not be allowed to eliminate in an unseemly manner.  I will refrain from letting my dog urinate on buildings, statues or other people’s things, and I promise to always carry clean-up bags and clean-up supplies to pick-up fecal matter and/or vomit.  In an effort to reduce the negative impact of irresponsible dog parents, I will make attempts to educate, provide clean-up bags to and clean-up dog waste left by those less educated in responsible dog parenting.)
The owner must demonstrate proper clean up of his or her dog’s waste or another dog’s waste.  

 

To pass, the handler must have clean-up bags and demonstrate the proper use of them.  I prefer NOT to remind the people ahead of time.  I just suddenly say to the group, “Who’s got clean up bags?  Show me your clean up bags!”  Everyone should have at least two (on them or the leash); one for their dog, and one to loan to a bag-less friend.  They already KNOW they are supposed to always have clean up bags with them; it should not be an unfair “shock” that they would be required to produce clean up bags during the test of responsible dog parenting.

You could also ask the person to show their bags while their dog is being tested for the Stay behavior. 

 

It is their responsibility to be sure they leave the house with enough clean up bags to ensure that they will always have at least two on them.  Keeping two bags that are only for emergencies is recommended. Other bags are carried and used on a regular basis. If they need to use one of the two they carry, it will need to be replaced as soon as possible to meet this requirement.  

 

Then, for anyone who you have not personally witnessed in action being a responsible dog parent and picking up their dog’s waste or waste of another dog (on the hiking trail or during the testing period, for instance), you will need to see a simulated version (demonstrated with some chunks of hot dog, rocks or other “faux poo”)

Since some people have an aversion to cleaning up real dog waste, seeing that demonstrated is preferred. 

 Additional Info:

     *Parent always has at least two clean up bags on his or her person when they are in 
           public with their dog and is willing to promise to always clean up after the dog

     *Parent has been observed to regularly pick up after his or her dog, and if observation 
           has not been possible, will do a simulated waste pick-up
10. Parent’s portion of the Dog Scout test

The Dog Scout test is unique in that it also requires a certain level of knowledge and skill in the dog’s handler about dog behavior and training using reward based methods.  This level of knowledge is tested using the written “handler’s test” found in this guide and on the Certification Program page of the DSA website.

Scoutmasters are encouraged to use this test for each person they evaluate, but verbal quizzing is allowed as long as all the questions are covered. In addition to the written test, the parent’s knowledge and skills must be demonstrated on a regular basis, not just for the test. If a Scoutmaster observes a handler acting irresponsibly on a regular basis or not safely managing their dog, the Scoutmaster may refuse to test or pass the dog for the Dog Scout title. Unlike most other titles a person can get on their dog, Dog Scout titles can also be revoked if the handler fails to keep their dog safe enough to prevent repetitive aggressive displays or a serious dog bite or if the handler fails to provide basic care for their dog (such that the person could be charged with animal cruelty) or is found to be using harsh punishment training methods.

Additional Info:
     *Parent knows the principal parts of the Dog Scout Laws (need not recite them verbatim, 
           just know them in general)

     *Parent must show care and concern for his dog’s well being and safety, and the safety 
           of others

     *Parent must be gentle and kind with his or her dog, and reflect the attitude of a 
           positive trainer

 

This certification is never to be performed as a “walk-in,” and the dog/parent must be observed over a period of time (at least three different days) so that the Scoutmaster can observe the dog and parent in real-life situations.  If submitting the test via video, the recording needs to show three or more different days.  As an example, this could include Day 1:  Demonstrate Sit, Down, Stay, Come.  Day 2: Demonstrate Friendly with people and “leave its” Day 3: Demonstrate friendly with other dogs and waste clean-up.

 

Allowable: 

     *The word baggies is not meant to designate a brand name, or particular size or shape 
           of clean-up bag.   Any suitable plastic (or other) bag is acceptable, as long as it does 
           the job.

     *Asking the parent to show the clean up bags during any part of the “dog’s performance” 
           portion of the certification or at any time during the observation days.

     *Repeating an exercise or a portion of an exercise providing the team is able to show 
           more correct responses than incorrect responses on a 3 to 1 ratio.

 

Not Allowable:

     *Use of loud or threatening voice

     *Leash corrections (jerks)

     *Rough handling of dog

  

The Dog Scout Way- 
Dog Scout Law #7- I will always show kindness and caring toward my dog, so that others can observe the joys of responsible and loving dog parenting and appreciate the bond between my well-behaved dog and myself.

           *Parent must have an understanding of the Dog Scout way, and know the Dog Scout  

                 laws.

           *Parent knows how to be the smart end of the leash and has installed default behaviors 
                 that do not involve barking, aggression, or other inappropriate behaviors

     *Parent understands calming signals, how to use them and teach them to his or her 
           dog.

     *Parent understands proper dog greeting behavior and knows how to facilitate it

     *Parent understands indirect access and impulse control and the importance they play 
            in everyday life with a well-mannered dog

     *Parent is able to re-direct the dog’s attention and focus it into good eye contact or 
            other desirable behaviors.

     *Parent understands that dogs can’t become human, but they are perfect at being dogs

     *Parent has an agreement with the dog to look out for his well-being, so that the dog 
            doesn’t have to take it upon himself

     *Parent realizes how important Leave it is, and continues to work on it FOREVER

     *Parent is not afraid to use the phrase, “Please get your dog back.”

     *Parent understands that if we are going to keep from having more of our freedoms 
           taken away by restrictive dog laws, it is up to us RESPONSIBLE parents to set an 
           example for others

     *Parent will share with others and pass on information he or she has learned to become 
            an even more responsible dog parent

     *Parent knows that operant conditioning is the key to the universe, and with it the dog 
            can be taught anything

     *Parent is kind and respectful to his dog as well as to other people

 

Allowable:
     *Parent does not have to be able to recite the Dog Scout Laws verbatim.  It is enough that they know what they contain, and can give you their own version.  They need only to look at the certification requirements to be able to remember the Dog Scout laws.
 

If the parent does not have a firm grasp on the Dog Scout Way, he or she will need to attend a “Dog Scout Class” or similar training taught by a Scoutmaster that fully understands all of the components involved or read through the materials in this guide.  The parent should be able to answer the questions found in the written test for Dog Scout Parents.  This can be done verbally to you or in writing.  If submitting a video, the written test needs to accompany the video or the questions need to be verbally answered on the recording.

Notice how the parts of the test equate to the Laws?  

The people you evaluate should have a thorough knowledge of the Dog Scout laws.  Make sure they have been provided with a copy to study.  You may even require them to name the laws, but at the very least, they should be able to describe the laws in general.  

 

The summary of the Dog Scout Test is to determine that you have an educated, responsible parent on the other end of the leash of a well-mannered and controlled dog.  This doesn’t happen overnight, and it is not something you can judge upon just meeting someone for the first time, walking into a test.  

 

This certification may be given a little at a time.  At camp, we spread out the certification over a 5-day period and test for various portions each day.  If the entire certification is not given on the same day (after at least two other days of observation,) it should be completed within a 6-month period (both the dog and parent portions.)  

 

In a non-camp setting, the Scoutmaster may be the only ‘educator’ available to teach the parent his or her parts of the test.  The Scoutmaster can cover it a bit at a time during troop meetings or can hold “Dog Scout Classes” in which he/she covers the “smart end of the leash” info.  In the case of a separate class, Scoutmasters are allowed to charge a fee for this instruction, but the testing should be free.  This info is also found in this guide, on the DSA website and in the recommended reading (Books: “Culture Clash” by Jean Donaldson and “The other End of The Leash” by Patricia McConnell) Regardless of the method chosen, the parent has to get the info and prove they understand it prior to the submission of the Dog Scout badge form.  

 

Optimally, if you are part of a troop and you are a Scoutmaster, you would be checking out the members of your troop on an ongoing basis.  For example, if you’re planning a hike, you could ask that each person have his or her dog “heel” during a section of the hike that includes the turns needed.  Or, if you’re planning a picnic, you could work on the stays or the leave it.  If you’re having “game night” you can observe the people having their dogs sit and lie down and come on cue.  So by the time you’re actually officially certifying the dogs, they may have most or all of the requirements completed, observed, and checked off on their sheet.  You may waive portions of the test that have already been checked out, or you can perform them again for formality.  It’s up to you.  Formality scares some people.  

 

It is recommended that you test each parent and dog individually, rather than in a group, when you are starting out and when doing the videotaping for your certification as a Scoutmaster.   But if you feel confident enough to test multiple people, you may do so on the same tape or on separate tapes. 
Questions:
If you are going to take the certification and have questions about the certification requirements, you should contact your nearest Scoutmaster or Chris Puls DogScouts@hotmail.com  
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