Criteria for  Badges 

Guidelines for Scout Evaluators
Overnight Camping Badge
This badge shows that the handler knows what to pack for a trip into the woods for overnight camping, and how to conduct him or herself while camping.
Dog Requirements:  Dog will pack own items, such as food and water in backpack.  All of the standard backpacking items must be carried.  Dog will walk along on the trail, remain under control while owner is pitching tent, building a fire, or otherwise engaging in activities in which the dog is not needed.
Owner Requirements:  Handler understands the “leave no trace” principal of outdoorsmanship, meaning that everything that is brought in will be brought back out (leave nothing but footprints; take nothing but pictures).  Handler can dig a cat hole to bury own waste and/or dog’s waste.  On short trips, the dog waste may be brought back in a baggie.  Zip loc baggies are recommended.  Owner must carry at the very least, a bowl and spoon (preferably metal), for campfire food preparation.  Owner will learn how to start a fire with “one match”, meaning that the owner will learn which items are used for fire starter, tinder, kindling, and where to find these items.  Owner will pitch and take down own tent.  Recommended items to bring along:  Shovel or spade for digging cat holes; sleeping bag, metal bowl and spoon, zip loc baggies for packing out used toilet paper, trash, etc.  Owner will learn how not to be attractive to wildlife, and how to cache food in a safe place, away from the camp site.  Owner must learn how to cook over a fire, and must prepare one meal over a fire.

Equipment Needed:  The Scout Evaluator will actually go along with the group for the overnight camping, and will need his or her own tent, sleeping bag, cup, spoon, trowel, and other equipment.  In addition, the leader will demonstrate how to start a fire with one match (in other words, know how to build a fire that is not dependent on accelerants, or multiple attempts), so they will need dry matches, flint or magnesium bar and knife, etc., and be able to find the tinder, kindling, and fuel for the fire.  The campers will be making one meal over a “fire.”  If the Scout Evaluator wants to take along a kerosene burner on which to make the meal, it is okay, as long as techniques are discussed and shared as to how to cook over a regular fire.  Also, a long rope and bag will be needed to hang food items in a tree away from camp (bear-proofing).   Backpacks, flashlights, tarps, and any other items as needed for a stay overnight in the woods will be needed.

Allowable: 

Sharing a tent with another camper, provided both individuals share in the tent pitching and tearing down.

Having heavy items, like cooking utensils, large tents, etc. dropped at the site, so that campers do not have to carry everything (campers should, however, carry all that they can).

Earning badge for more than one dog at one time, provided all are under control and well-behaved.
Not Allowable:


Driving to site.



Using a “ready made” camp shelter or pavilion of any kind.



Having “pop-tarts” or some other form of food that does not require cooking over the fire
