Criteria for Rally II Badge 

Guidelines for Scoutmasters
Rally II Obedience Badge

This badge shows that the handler has taught his/her dog the obedience skills necessary for the Rally II course and the team can complete the course with the dog off leash while performing exercises as indicated on the signs. 
Dog Requirements:  Dog knows basic behaviors (heel, sit, down, stay, come, and stand) and will perform them correctly off leash and on cue while completing the course.
Handler Requirements:  Handler understands the rules of Rally Obedience, and has developed a partnership with his dog using positive training methods.  Team can make their way from station to station with dog to perform the exercise.  Handler understands that they should not have their dog jump significant heights until their dog’s growth plates have closed.
Equipment Needed:  A set of Rally equipment (signs, stands, cones, jump, etc.) and a flat, open area to set them up for a course.  Sufficient area should be used for the course to allow adequate space for the course design.  (Recommended size is a 40 x 50 or 40 x 80 area depending on the design of the course). Signs are placed to the right (in front for turns). Exercises are performed near the signs.
Course:  There shall be between 12 and 17 stations (start and finish not included) with no more than seven (7) stationary exercises.
Jump heights:  Jump heights are dependant upon the dog’s height at withers:
Dog Height

Jump Height
Under 10”


4”
10-15”


8”

15” and under 20”

12”

20” and over


16”

Allowable: 

· Off leash performance
· Verbal and physical commands such as: talking to the dog, handler can pat leg and clap hands and the use of extra commands is allowed
· Teams have three (3) attempts to complete each exercise 
· Handler can touch the dog for the stand and may pose the dog as in the show ring then more around the dog for the Rally II exercise 
Not Allowable:

· A leash is not used during the check off of this badge

· Using harsh training methods or leash jerk
· Using food on the course for check off
· Any conduct unbefitting a Dog Scout team
· Dog urinate/defecate in the rally field
