Criteria for Passing

Retrieve Badge

This badge is intended to resemble a standard obedience routine retrieve.    
Take-Hold-Give

· The dog will start in a sit in front of the handler or in heel position

· The handler will offer the dumbbell to the dog

· The dog should take the dumbbell in his mouth and hold it firmly with his muzzle steady without mouthing, chewing, rolling, head flipping, etc.  

· The dog will hold for at least 3 full seconds “1001, 1002, 1003” while the handler’s hands are not near the dumbbell.

· When the proper time has elapsed, the handler will reach for the dumbbell and if needed, cue the dog to release it into the handler’s hand.

· The handler may hold the dumbbell by the end or hold his/her hand under the dog’s mouth so the dog may deposit the dumbbell in the hand. It should be clear the dog was waiting until the handler is ready for the dumbbell before the dog releases it.
· During this exercise and the holds during the other two exercises, the dog should not change positions. 

Retrieve thrown dumbbell

· Dog will start in a sit or stand next to the handler

· The handler will cue the dog to stay. If the dog moves or changes position before being cued to retrieve, this exercise will need to be repeated.
· The handler will toss the dumbbell at least 6’ directly in front of the handler. If the dumbbell bounces off to the side, that’s ok. If submitting video, please measure and mark or use a line 6’ from the handler’s position. The line needs to be visible to the camera.  If it doesn’t go at least 6’ or bounces to an un-retrievable position (such as under a ring fence or against a wall) this exercise will need to be repeated.
· After the dumbbell stops moving, the handler will cue the dog to go get it

· The dog should go directly to the dumbbell in a straight line

· Dog needs to pick it up by the center bar without dropping it, mouthing it, tossing it, etc. If the dog picks it up by the end or plays with it, drops it, mouths it, etc. this exercise will need to be repeated. The dog should not need a separate cue to bring the dumbbell as the “bring” is part of the “get it”.
· Dog needs to return in a straight line to the handler. If the dog takes a detour, stops to sniff, etc. this exercise will need to be repeated.
· Dog needs to stop in front of the handler, close enough for the handler to reach the dumbbell without taking a step or excessive reaching/stretching.  Sit is preferred. The handler should not move to help the dog line up in a “front” position.  The dog may be in a sit or stand, but must remain stationary until cued that the exercise is finished.
· The dog holds the dumbbell steady for 3 seconds “1001, 1002, 1003”

· Then the handler reaches for the dumbbell and cues the dog to release it into the handler’s hand(s). The handler may hold the dumbbell by the end or hold his/her hand under the dog’s mouth so the dog may deposit the dumbbell in the hand. If the dog releases the dumbbell before the handler is ready or has cued it, this exercise will need to be repeated.  If the dog does his part correctly, but the handler drops the dumbbell, the dog may send the handler back for more training (
Retrieve thrown dumbbell

· Dog will start in a sit or stand next to the handler

· The handler will cue the dog to stay. If the dog moves out of position before being cued, this exercise will need to be repeated.

· An assistant will place the dumbbell at least 6’ directly in front of the handler. If submitting video, please measure and mark or use a line 6’ from the handler’s position. The line needs to be visible to the camera.  

· Once the assistant has stepped back, the handler will cue the dog to go get it

· The dog should go directly to the dumbbell in a straight line

· Pick it up by the center bar without dropping it, mouthing it, tossing it, etc. If the dog picks it up by the end or plays with it, drops it, mouths it, etc. this exercise will need to be repeated.

· Return in a straight line to the handler without the need for an additional cue
· Stop in front of the handler, close enough for the handler to reach the dumbbell without taking a step or excessive reaching/stretching.  Sit is preferred. The handler should not move to help the dog line up in a “front” position.

· The dog holds the dumbbell steady for 3 seconds “1001, 1002, 1003” in a stationary position (sit or stand)
· The handler reaches for the dumbbell and cues the dog to release it into the handler’s hand(s). The handler may hold the dumbbell by the end or hold his/her hand under the dog’s mouth so the dog may deposit the dumbbell in the hand.

The check out test for this badge should not be within a training session.  The idea is that the dog is fluent enough with the required behaviors that the dog/handler can go through each exercise quickly and correctly without a lot of re-tries.  The exercises should be done in succession without breaks between (except for a quick pause to deliver a reward that is outside the testing area if desired)

One re-try of each exercise is allowed.  If you need more than a second chance with any exercise, the dog is not ready to pass.

There are to be no reward items (food, toy, etc.) on the handler or within arm’ reach during these exercises.  The dog MAY have a reward between the exercises if desired if it does not cause a long delay.

For video submissions the dog, handler and dumbbell all need to be visible at all times.  The camera should be positioned in front of the handler and slightly to one side or the other.  If the handler is at the 12 o’clock position, the camera should be at about 5 or 7 o’clock. This will allow the evaluator to see the dog’s stay and front position as well as if the dumbbell is being held firmly.  Position the camera so that when the camera is zoomed all the way out, the landing of the thrown dumbbell stays within the frame along with the handler in the background.  Then zoom in when the dog and dumbbell are closer to the handler, keeping the entire dog and handler team visible, so that the evaluator can see the details. 
