Dog Scouts of America

Activity check-off sheet
Scent Discrimination Training:

All behaviors must have been taught or re-taught to the dog (preferably using a new cue), using only positive reward based methods.

___
Handler understands olfactory system (what scent is to the dog).


___
Handler understands that he cannot teach a dog to scent, but only to identify different scents.


___
Handler understands that a scent can be anything you want for future work. (dog works 




with various scents, i.e. for rescue, drugs, accelerants, nitrates, frogs, turtles, keys, etc.)


___
Handler understands when a behavior is ready to progress to the next step.


___
Handler knows how to use clicker as a conditioned reinforcer.


___
Handler can get dog to target on a scented object. 


___
Handler understands how to shape beginning alerts.


___
Handler knows alternative alerts (scratch drills, passive alert) and can get several 




responses in a row of the alert behavior chosen for their dog/scent.


___
Handler establishes a solid primary alert signal and withholds reinforcement until proper 




alert is given after scent article is smelled by the dog.


___
Handler knows when and how to add a verbal cue for the “smell it and do the alert” 




behavior. The smell becomes the cue for the alert.

___
Handler initiates go-outs and adds the "find it" cue (scented object visible)

___
Handler initiates go-outs and adds the "find it" cue (scented object hidden)


___
Handler knows how to utilize jackpot rewards


___
Handler trusts the dog’s ability to "find it" and can read the dog’s alert when the 



target object is hidden by another person (handler doesn’t know it’s location.)

___
Dog can find target scent amid distractions, and in new areas of search, (in the grass, under a table, in a box, etc.)

___
Handler can have the dog execute a "leave-it" cue
