Criteria for Badges 

Guidelines for Scout Evaluators
Sled Dog Racing Badge

This badge shows that the handler knows how to condition his or her dog for this activity, and that the dog will run on a team with other dogs for a distance of 3 miles total.
Dog Requirements:  Dog must pull sled with tug line taunt most of the time (working).  Dog must not try to fight with other dogs.  
Owner Requirements:  Owner must know how to harness the dogs, drive the sled, stop the sled, and must understand basic safety practices.  Owner must know the rule of 120.
Equipment Needed:  Scout teams should bring their own equipment (harness, gang line, and sled or kick sled, if possible) to the checkout.  However, many people want to try this sport but don’t have their own sleds or gang lines, so if the Scout Evaluator has the required equipment, more teams can get certified.  Evaluator may also need to provide (or recruit) a couple of additional dogs to run with a lone dog, since the three mile requirement is a lot to expect a dog to do by him or herself.
Allowable: 

Dog does not have to have competition (another team racing against your team) to get this badge.


Owner does not have to be the one driving the sled.

Dog can qualify for badge with as few as ONE other dog on the “team.”

Dog can pull wheeled dog sled training rig in seasons where there is no snow.

Not Allowable:



Anything that would be harmful to the dog’s well being.


Owner riding ahead of team so his or her dog will not try to turn around.



Running without the correct racing harness worn by the dog.


Wearing of any type of full-choke collar that could kill the dog if in a tangle.



Having the dog pull a kick sled, saucer, and person on skis, bicycle, or other non-sled like equipment.



The equipment used must have a brake a snow hook, or means of snubbing down with rider OFF the vehicle.  Any other equipment not allowed.



Racing without a bungee shock cord between the dogs and the sled.

