Criteria for Biking Badge

Guidelines for Scoutmasters
Biking Badge
This badge demonstrates that the owner and dog can be model citizens on the trail or roadway, respecting the environment and “leaving no trace” while the dog is attached to a bike.  The dog and handler have biked the required 12 miles.  Mileage should be verified by the Evaluator whenever possible. Handler can identify poison ivy or other similar plants in their area (poison sumac, poison oak).

Dog Requirements:  Can show proper manners and control next to the bike or in the basket of the bike while on the trail or roadway for 12 miles with the owner.  Demonstrate that the owner has taught a reliable off-leash leave it using DSA approved methods. The “leave it” demo should be done to the same standards as the leave-it testing done for the Dog Scout badge including three passes. The dog needs to respond to the CUE without the attachment to the bike going tight.  It doesn’t count if the dog is dragged passed the item or is going so fast he can’t get the item.  The bike should be moving at a human’s walking pace, the dog should be close enough to GET the item, needs to know the item is there and desirable and CHOOSE to not get the item.
Owner Requirements:  Can safely ride a bike including smooth turns, starts and stops. Always picks up after his or her dog.  Owner must be able to identify poisonous plants and other hazards along the trail, especially those that might interfere with the safe operation of a bike (like downed branches, acorns, etc.) and those that might injure or affect the dog (like hot pavement, sharp stones, etc.).  Keep safety and the physical and mental well-being of his or her dog as a top priority.  Use the prescribed training method.  Log miles.   Make sure the dog does not harass wildlife.  If dog is not carrying a loaded pack, owner should carry water and a minimum of outdoor survival supplies (as would be in the dog’s pack).  Always disconnect the dog from the bike BEFORE dismounting and only attach the dog after the handler is straddling the bike.
Video requirements:

If earning this badge by video, the evaluator will need to see:

· Video of the handler smoothly riding a bike through right/left turns, do a U-turn and a few stops/starts without the dog attached. This can be done in a parking lot or on a quiet street and should have a person operating the camera so that the zoom function can be used to keep the bike/rider visible.

· Video of the dog on the trail/road with the dog attached to the bike (evaluator needs to see both, so a second person to run the video camera is needed). The dog should not show fear of the bike. There should be at least 1 minute but no more than 3 minutes of trail/road riding shown (if the video operator is also on a bike following the team) or as much of the biking as possible (2 passes) if the video camera operator is stationary and getting the team approaching on the trail/road, passing and then riding away from the camera position from the dog’s side of the trail/road.  At least 1 right and 1 left turn should be shown along with 2 stops and starts. The dog must be well mannered on the trail/road and not attempt to go after wildlife, other dogs/people, etc. It is ideal if the pair is shown passing another person or dog or trail user moving in the opposite direction to show that the dog can handle normal distractions and remain under control.  It is ok if the dog is steadily pulling the bike as long as it’s done in a safe manner (dog pulling forward, not sideways and not lunging). Dog should be shown in a slow run or at a trot pace that is easy for the dog.
· If the dog is small and in the bike basket, evaluator will need to see that the dog is comfortable (not stressed or worried) and safe in the basket and does not try to jump out.  The leave-it should be done with a person holding out tempting food to the dog as the bike passes at walking speed. The owner should also be confident that the dog would not try to jump out if there were other dogs or wildlife clearly visible and nearby like squirrels, chipmunks, cats, etc. running in front of the bike or along the side of the trail.
· ID poison ivy (or poison oak/poison sumac) on the trail or otherwise seen in person. Last resort is to use printed material.
· Dog responding to the handler recall cue from at least 15’ away while off leash (handler may use exciting noises or movement to try to encourage the dog to come to them but not a visible toy or treat) Dog needs to get close enough for the handler to get a hold of the dog’s collar.
· Log sheet showing the completion of 12 miles of biking, done at least 1 mile at a time

· If dog is not wearing a pack loaded with their backpacking items, the handler should carry on themselves or the bike at minimum: water, water bowl, first aid supplies, signaling device and show these on the video.
· Handler should explain how they know when the temperature/humidity is safe for biking and the safety precautions taken when biking (water, what to look for when checking pads, watching the dog for signs of____, blacktop/pavement vs. grass/dirt/packed gravel, etc.)

Allowable: 

Logging miles toward the Packdog title program (not the backpacking badge) in conjunction with earning the biking badge miles is allowed.
Handler may have rewards on them, but cannot use the visible reward to lure the dog back to them for the recall.  The dog can be given a reward for a proper response to the recall cue as long as the reward is not made visible till after the dog reaches the handler.

The dog may only be allowed off-leash while biking if it is legal on the trail being used, the dog stays next to the bike or returns immediately upon being called regardless of the distraction, there are no cars or roads nearby, the dog does not get out of sight of the handler and the dog can do a proper off-leash leave it. Handler knows when (and is able) to put the dog back on the bike attachment quickly.
While not recommended: If the dog is not attached to the bike with a harness, but is kept on leash; the leash should be attached to a harness, the leash should be a safety line only (it should not get tight or be used to guide the dog), the leash cannot be attached to the handler (waist leash or over a wrist), it must be easy for the handler to drop the leash if the dog pulls or goes on the wrong side of a post. The leash should be held in a way that it is not be between the handler’s hand and the handlebar grip.
Not Allowable:

Dog off-leash near a roadway
Dog getting out of sight of the handler

Dog/handler doing anything that endangers either of them
Note that as Scoutmaster, you should be able to recommend the best kind of equipment, a source for where to get it, and how to use it, to any of your troop members or the people you are certifying for the badge.

